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Liberals 
backtrack on 
election pledge 


Sechin, Yakunin left off latest sanctions list 


By Marco Levytsky 

Two Russian oligarchs whom the 
Liberals promised to “immediate- 
ly” put on the sanctions list when 
in opposition, have been left off the 
revised list announced by Foreign 
Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion on 
March 18. 

Two additional individuals and 10 
additional entities were added to the 
Russia list, plus another three indi- 
viduals and four entities contained 
under the Ukraine regulations. 

Missing from the new list how- 


ever, were Igor Sechin, CEO of 


Russia’s oil giant Rosneft and 


Vladimir Yakunin, former CEO of 


Russian Railways. 

Both have been included on U.S. 
list since 2014 and their exclusion 
from Canadian list had been criti- 
cized by both Liberals and New 
Democrats, when the Conserva- 
tives were in power. Their exclu- 
sion from the Canadian list was 
attributed by the opposition par- 
ties to their close connections with 
Canadian commercial interests. 
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In response to the Election Ques- 
tionnaire issued by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress and posted on 
their website on September 29, 
2015, Anna Gainey, President of 
the Liberal Party of Canada, made 
the following statement: 

“A Liberal government would 
immediately expand the list of 
sanctioned Russians to include 
influential businessmen, and close 
Putin supporters, Igor Sechin and 
Vladimir Yakunin. We would also 
call for an urgent meeting of our 
NATO allies to decide whether 
further new steps must be taken, in 
view of escalating Russian aggres- 
sion in Ukraine.” 

Ukrainian. News e-mailed a 
question to Minister Dion’s office 
citing the above statement (with 
links to the original document), 
adding that Liberal MPs had raised 
the issue of the exclusion of these 
two oligarchs during Question Per- 
iod, while they were in opposition. 

“Neither one of these two indi- 
viduals was included in the amend- 
ed list of sanctions announced on 
March 18, 2016. Please explain the 
reason for this omission,” stated 
Ukrainian News Editor Marco 
Levytsky. 

“In order to maintain the efficacy 
of existing sanctions until Russia 
fully complies with its international 
obligations with respect to Ukraine, 
on March 18, 2016, Canada im- 
posed sanctions on 19 additional 
Ukrainian and Russian entities and 
individuals,”replied Rachna Mishra, 
Spokesperson, Media Relations for 
Global Affairs Canada. 

“These new measures are de- 
signed to maintain the efficacy of 

existing Sanctions measures, 10 
underscore continued transatlantic 
unity in responding to Russia’s 
tions on Ukrair 
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On March 8, 9 and 10, Canadians from coast to coast rallied in support of freedom for Ukrainian pilot and 
MP Nadiya Savchenko, who has been illegally imprisoned in the Russian Federation since June, 2014. Rallies 
in support of freedom for Savchenko took place in Montréal; Ottawa; Toronto; Hamilton; St. Catharines, 
Winnipeg; Saskatoon; Calgary; Edmonton and Vancouver. Pictured above: Rally in Winnipeg. (Pictures of 
rallies from other cities are pubished throughout this issue.) 


ОСС, SUSK condemn Savchenko “verdict” 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Students 
Union (SUSK) have strongly con- 
demned the March 22 “verdict” in 
Russia’s show trial of Ukrainian 
pilot, Member of Parliament and 
delegate to the Parliamentary As- 
sembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE) Lt. Nadiya Savchenko. 

“In June 2014, Lt. Savchenko 
was captured by Russian-backed 
terrorists in Luhansk oblast, 
Ukraine. She was violently and for- 


cibly removed from the territory of 


Ukraine to the Russian Federation. 

“March 22 the Russian court found 
Lt. Savchenko “guilty” of complicity 
in the murder of two journalists in 
eastern Ukraine and sentenced her 
to 22 years in prison. These charges 
have no basis in fact, the defense 
was prevented from presenting ir- 
refutable evidence proving Lt. Sav- 
chenko’s innocence, and the Russian 
court where she was being tried has 
no jurisdiction to try her. The trial 


and verdict in her case are clearly 
politically motivated. 

“Lt. Savchenko has shown re- 
markable bravery and determina- 


tion during the almost two years of 


her illegal imprisonment. Canada, 
the United States, the European 
Union, and many international or- 
ganizations have condemned her 
illegal imprisonment by Russia 
called for Lt. Savchenko’s immedi- 
ate release,” stated the UCC in a 
media release issued March 22. 
“Today we did not hear a ver- 
dict in the trial of Nadiya Say- 
chenko. We heard a verdict of the 
authoritarian, imperialist regime 
of Russian President Putin,” stat- 
ed Paul Grod, National President 
of the UCC. “The Russian au- 
thorities continue to systematic- 
ally violate tenets of international 
law, principles of human rights 
and freedoms, and basic moral- 
ity. This farce of a trial — and the 
continued illegal imprisonment 
by Russia of several Ukrainian 


citizens — is an example of the Stal- 
inist tradition that Putin is bent on 
returning to Russia.” 

At least 20 Ukrainian citizens are 
currently illegally imprisoned by 
Russia including Lt. Savchenko, 
Oleg Sentsoy, Oleksandr Коїі- 
chenko, Stanislav Klikh, Mykola 
Karpyuk and Akthem Chiygoz. 

“The UCC calls on Canada and her 
allies to increase international pres- 
sure on Russia to secure their immedi- 
ate release and safe return to Ukraine. 
The UCC calls on Canada to swiftly 
adopt Magnitsky legislation to target 
human rights abusers in Russia, in- 
cluding Russian authorities who con- 
tinue to illegally imprison Ukrainian 
citizens,” stated the release. 

That following day the National 
SUSK Executive issued a separate 
statement strongly condemning the 
so-called “verdict” of Ukrainian 
hero, Member of Parliament, and 
delegate to the Parliamentary As- 
sembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE) Lt. 


Дмитро Шурхало, 
Радіо Свобода 

У відповідь на вимоги США 
та ЄС про негайне і беззасте- 
режне звільнення Надії Савчен- 
ко російські офіційні речники 
заявляють про готовність роз- 
глянути пропозиції української 
сторони щодо її обміну. Між 
тим, українська Г: енпрокуратура 
порушила кримінальні провад- 
ження проти російських суддів 
та правоохоронців, причетних до 
незаконного ув'язнення та ухва- 
лення завідомо неправомірного 
вироку Надії Савченко. За слова- 
ми президента Петра Порошен- 
ка, запровадити санкції щодо 
осіб зі «списку Савченко» най- 
ближчим часом планує також і 
Рада національної безпеки і обо- 
рони України. 

Надія Савченко, яку російський 
суд засудив до 22 років позбавлен- 
ня волі, заборонила своїм захисни- 
кам подавати апеляцію чи прохан- 
ня про помилування на винесений 
їй вирок. Про це вона повідомила 


адвокату Марку Фейгіну в листі. 
який той оприлюднив у мережі 
Twitter. 

Між THM, коментуючи вимо- 
ги світової спільноти звільнити 
українську громадянку, міністр 
закордонних справ Росії Сергій 
Лавров заявив про готовність 
Москви розглянути пропозиції 
щодо обміну Надії Савченко. 

«Ми чуємо, звісно, пропозиції 
щодо обміну. Питання  бу- 
дуть розглянуті відповідно до 
російського законодавства. Щодо 
цього є розписані процедури - 
рішення ухвалює глава держави», 
- наголосив очільник МЗС Росії. 

У свою чергу, президент Петро 
Порошенко прогнозує, що будь- 
які рішення в рамках переговорів 
з обміну Надії Савченко не будуть 
ухвалені «до набуття чинності 
так званого рішення суду». 
Відповідно до російського законо- 
давства, вирок набуде чинності 5 
квітня. 

«Надія Савченко має бути по- 
вернута в Україну з точки зору 
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Генпрокуратура обіцяє дістати кривдників Савченко 


закону, міжнародного права i 
шостого пункту Мінських до- 
мовленостей. Готовий використа- 
ти конституційні повноваження 
президента для того, щоб забез- 
печити обмін, про який говорили 
представники російської сторо- 
ни», - сказав Петро Порошенко в 
Харкові, відповідаючи на запитан- 
ня кореспондента Радіо Свобода. 
Президент України також 
повідомив, що вже найближчим 
часом на засіданні РНБО має бути 
ухвалене рішення про запровад- 
ження санкцій проти осіб, при- 
четних до порушення прав Надії 
Савченко. За словами Петра По- 
рошенка, він дав доручення, щоб 
ухвалити «пропозицію по опри- 
людненню українських санкцій 
проти осіб зі «списку Савченко». 


Раніше адвокати Надії 
Савченко | припускали, що 
політичне рішення щодо 
обміну Надії Савченко на 


російських військовослужбовців 
Алєександра 0 Алєксандрова i 
Євгенія Єрофєєва існує, але 


залишається відкритим питання 
його практичної реалізації. 

Генеральна прокурату- 
ра України з вже | порушила 
кримінальні провадження про- 
ти трьох російських суддів і 
трьох прокурорів, які незакон- 
но ув'язнили Надію Савченко. 
Також підготовлені відповідні 
повідомлення про підозру. 

«Ми спрямуємо ці підозри до 
Російської Федерації, ав дорученні 
буде визначено вручити їх зазначе- 
ним особам і допитати їх... Після 
того, як надійде відмова - а ми, на 
жаль, прогнозуємо саме відмову 
- будемо звертатися в Інтерпол 
щодо оголошення зазначених 
осіб у розшук, що дозволить нам 
у свою чергу, після оголошення 
їх у міжнародний розшук, почати 
процедуру заочного засудження», 
- заявив на брифінгу речник Ген- 
прокуратури Владислав Куценко. 

Щоправда, донедавна в 


українських правоохоронців ви- 
никали проблеми з оголошенням 
в міжнародний розшук через 


Інтерпол деяких представників 


попередньої української  вла- 
Зрештою, сам речник Ген- 
прокуратури опосередковано 


визнав, що рішення Інтерполу 
необов'язково може буде пози- 
тивним, але закликав не ставити- 
ся до цих ініціатив скептично. 

«Кожен режим рано чи пізно 
завершується, в тому числі і pe- 
жим Путіна. А ці особи - судді 
- уже знають, що їх шукають», - 
зауважив Владислав Куценко. 

За словами експертів, останні 
ініціативи української влади та 
правоохоронців варто розглядати 
в сумі з іншими заходами, спря- 
мованими на звільнення Надії 
Савченко. 

«Будь-які | ініціативи, | які 
спрямовані на збільшення тиску, 
виправдані. Зрештою, працює 
не щось одне, а комбінація усіх 
заходів впливу», - пояснює ди- 
пломат Богдан Яременко. 


РНБО затвердила 
«список 
Савченко- 


Сенцова» 


(Радіо Свобода) -Рада 
національної безпеки та оборони 
затвердила санкційний список 
проти осіб, причетних до неза- 
конного засудження в Росії Надії 
Савченко та інших українських 
громадян. Про це повідомив 
прес-секретар президента Свя- 
тослав Цеголко на сторінці у Ка- 
cebook. 

«РНБО затвердила санкційний 
список Савченко-Сенцова супро- 
ги осіб, які фабрикували справи 
проти українців у Росії. Цей спи- 
сок згодом буде розширений за 
рахунок фальсифікаторів інших 
справ, зокрема проти кримсь- 
ких татар. Як зазначено у релізі 
РНБО, у санкційному списку 
- керівники 1 працівники ФС, 
російські прокурори, судді та 
військові», - повідомив Цеголко. 

Як повідомив на засіданні 
РНБО президент Петро По- 
рошенко, санкційний перелік 
має стати «списком Савченко- 
Сенцова» і до нього треба дода- 
ги осіб, які фабрикували справи 
також проти Олександра Коль- 
ченка, Станіслава Клиха, Мико- 
ли Карпюка та інших незаконно 
ув'язнених у Росії. 

«Це рішення (затвердження 
санкційного списку - ред.) не 
припиняє нашої наполегливої 
праці з негайного звільнення 
Надії | Савченко | та інших 
українських героїв», - заявив 
Порошенко. 

Президент доручив також до- 
дати до санкційного списку осіб, 
які причетні до тортур українців 
i кримських татар у Криму. 

24 березня Кабінет міністрів 
схвалив і вніс на розгляд РНБО 


пропозиції щодо  санкційного 
«списку | Савченко». Кабмін 
доручив Міністерству  закор- 
донних справ після  набут- 
гя чинності рішення РНБО 
про застосування санкиїй 


поінформувати компетентні ор- 
гани Європейського союзу, США 
та інших держав, щоб 1 вони роз- 
глянули можливість запровад- 
ження подібних санкцій. 

17 березня Президент України 
Порошенко під час візиту до 
Брюсселя передав лідерам ЄС 
пропозиції санкцій України 
щодо осіб, які, за Його словами, 
фабрикували справу проти Надії 
Савченко. Пізніше стало відомо, 


що список містить 46 позицій. 


Photograph taken at the conclusion of the Foreign Affairs Committee meeting, left to right: former Justice 
Minister Irwin Cotler, William (Bill) Browder, MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Sven Linkruss of the Estonian Central 
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Council, Vladimir Kara-Murza, Latvian National Federation President Andris Kesteris, Zhanna Nemtsova, 
and Estonian Central Council President Marcus Kolga. 


Wrzesnewskyj raises Russian 
human rights abuses issue 


(UkrNews)—March 9, Etobi- 
coke Centre MP Borys Wrzesnew- 
sky} addressed the opening pro- 
ceedings of a special town hall 
forum on human rights in Russia 
that was held at Innis College, Uni- 
versity of Toronto. 

The forum featured a distin- 
guished international panel that 
included: journalist and co-ordin- 
ator of Open Russia and Deputy 
Leader of the People’s Freedom 
Party Vladimir Kara-Murza, who 
survived a Kremlin-sponsored рої- 
soning that very nearly killed him; 
Zhanna Nemtsova, Deutsche Welle 
Correspondent and the daughter of 
outspoken Russian opposition lead- 
er and human rights activist Boris 
Nemstoy, who was gunned downed 
just outside the Kremlin walls a 
year ago; and, William Browder, 
co-founder of Hermitage Capital 
Management and outspoken critic 
of Vladimir Putin who has led the 
charge in the West to pass laws tar- 
geting and blacklisting high rank- 
ing Russian officials responsible 
for the 2008 death of Hermitage’s 
lawyer Sergei Magnitsky. 

During the FAAE hearings, 
Wrzesnewskyj thanked the three 
witnesses for their dedication and 
for traveling to Canada to brief par- 
liamentarians, and underscored the 
bravery of Kara-Murza and Nem- 
tsova for speaking out against the 
authoritarian and anti-democratic 
behaviour of Russian leaders. 

In a question posed to Kara-Mur- 
za, Wrzesnewskyj Stated: 

“Litvinenko, radioactive  роїо- 
nium; Yushchenko, dioxin; Kara- 
Murza, we don’t know...heavy met- 
als most likely. The Kremlin clearly 
has a track record of poisoning 
political opponents, both Russian 
and foreign. Mr. Browder and you 
pointed out the difference between 
Magnitsky sanctions and the typ- 
ical sanctions, which are sectoral, 
economic... They target Ше jailers, 
torturers, political assassins, the 
show-tnial prosecutors and judges. 
Clearly with poisonings, there are 
highly professional scientific experts 
involved to carry out these types of 
political assassinations. 

“Are you aware of what agen- 
cies within Russia are involved in 
the development of these methods 
of assassination by poison? Should 
not the scientists and technicians 


involved also be covered by this 
Magnitsky Act?” 

“We know that this organization, 
which was called at various times 
different names but whose substance 
unfortunately has not changed be- 
cause of that — the NKVD, the 
MVB, KGB, and now it’s called the 
FSB — has had this special lab deal- 
ing in those special types of poisons, 
including untraceable ones, since at 
least the 1930s. They certainly have 
a long experience in this,” replied 
Kara-Murza. 

“J don’t have any information 
other than to say that it was cer- 
tainly something very sophisticat- 
ed, something very potent. When a 
healthy 33-year-old man has all of 
his organs fail within a few hours 
there has to be something strong 
that they used,” he added. 

In his question to Nemtsova, 
Wrzesnewskyj said: 

“Tt truly is an honour to have the 
late Boris Nemtsov’s daughter here 
in front of the committee. Your 
father was a fearless fighter for 
the democratic rights. for human 
rights, and for the dignity of the 
Russian people. He was incorrupt- 
ible. It’s why he was assassinated. 

“We understand that because of 
threats you have left Russia. Statis- 
tics also show that in the last year 
there’s been a tenfold increase in 
the number of people who have left 
Russia. The number was approxi- 
mately 300,000. What is the state 
of human гісбі5 in Russia at the 
present time?” 

“After what Mr. Browder and 
Mr. Kara-Murza described and 
after the assassination of my father, 
the most high profile assassina- 
tion in modem Russian history, we 
understand that it’s awful. : 
getting worse as more and more 
activists under civic pressure are 
thrown into jail, like that guy in the 
latest case who was just an activist 
who acted according to the consti- 
tution that guarantees the freedom 
of peaceful gatherings. He was sen- 
tenced to a three-year term in pris- 
on because he peacefully protested 
in Russia. It’s very important that 
there are still people. although few. 
who resist human nghts abusers. 

“My case is very personal. | 
eouldn’t have imagined I would be 
a human rights activist three years 
ago, also because I thought my fath- 


апа its 


er was the one who represented me 
and my family’s interests in the pol- 
itical sphere. However, when you are 
personally affected it’s a very devas- 
tating experience. It’s what Browder 
experienced with Sergei Magnitsky” 
replied Nemtsova 
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ordination with our partners. De- 
tails surrounding the process are 
not discussed publically in order 
to preserve the integrity of the pro- 
cess,” she added. 

When a supplementary question 
stating: “Both Sechin and Yakunin 
are on the U.S. lists, so wouldn't 
their inclusion fall under the 
framework of ‘close coordination 
with our partners’?” was sent, the 
response was by another spokes- 
person, Amy Mills, was: “As men- 
tioned, details surrounding the pro- 
cess are not discussed publically in 
order to preserve the integrity of 
the process.” 

The two individuals added to the 
Russia sanctions list are Eduard lotfe 
and Aleksander Omelchenko. Ioffe 
is Deputy CEO, Commercial Af- 
fairs, for the Kalashnikov weapons 
manufacturer, while Omelchenko is 
its Chief Export Officer. 

The 10 entities added to the list 
are: Inresbank OAO (also known 
as Investment Republic Bank 
LLC), PAO Mosoblbank (also 
known as Moskovskiy Oblatstnoy 
Bank), OAO Volgogradneftemash, 
Izhevsky Mekhanichesky Zavod 
JSC, JSP SPA Izhmash, Joint Stock 
Company Foreign Economic As- 
sociation Tekhnopromexport (also 
known as JSC Tekhnopromex- 
port), Technodinamica Holding, 
JSC, JSC Tecmash (also known as 
Tehmash), Ruselectronics, JSC and 
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dation for College Education (UFCE) 


Shvabe Holding, JSC. 

Individuals added to the Ukraine 
list were: Oleg Konstantinovich 
АКітоу, President of the Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions of the “Lu- 
gansk People’s Republic; Alek- 
sandr Igorevich Kofman, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs for the “Donetsk 
People’s Republic”; and Petr Зау- 
chenko, a member of the council of 
the “Donetsk People’s Republic”. 

In its release Global Affairs Can- 
ada stated that the sanctions are 
designed to maintain the efficacy 
of existing sanctions measures, to 
underscore continued transatlantic 
unity in responding to Russia’s ас- 
tions on Ukraine, to maintain pres- 
sure on Russia to fully implement 
its Minsk commitments and to 
demonstrate our commitment to a 
policy of non-recognition of Rus- 
sia’s illegal annexation of Crimea,” 

“Today’s steps support wider 
international efforts to seek a dip- 
lomatic resolution to the crisis in 
Ukraine. By engaging with Russia 
on the one hand and demonstrating 
our firm resolve on sanctions on the 
other, we strengthen our collective 
ability to hold them to account. 
I have instructed Global Affairs 
Canada to update engagement poli- 
cies accordingly. As agreed by G7 
leaders, Canada believes sanctions 
should not be lifted until Russia 
fully implements its commitments 
under the Minsk agreements,” stat- 
ed Minister Dion. 
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Агресія Росії змушує діяти: 


Україна1 Чорноморський регіон 


Марія Тимощук, Радіо Свобода 

Питання безпеки в Чорноморському регіоні 
стало головною темою для обговорень під час 
Безпекового форуму в Одесі. Топові представни- 
ки дипломатичних кіл та експерти у сфері безпе- 
ки, політики та економіки два дні обговорювали 
можливі варіанти взаємодії у Чорноморському 
регіоні. 

Лейтмотив Безпекового форуму в Одесі звучав 
так: «Те, що зараз відбувається в Україні, грає 
критично важливу роль у сфері безпеки не лише 
країн Причорномор'я, але й цілої Європи». Зник- 
нення «поясу безпеки» у Східній Європі докучає 
західним країнам, але й впливає на формуван- 
ня нових стратегічних альянсів протистояння 
російській загрозі. 

Як наголосив посол США в Україні Джеффрі 
Пайєтт, вторгнення Росії на територію України 
змінило настрої в Чорноморському регіоні. 

«Грузія в 2008-у, Україна з 2014-го і до сьогодні, і 
зовсім нещодавно Туреччина в рамках сирійського 
конфлікту - ці країни відчули агресивну політику 
Росії впливу в регіоні. У цьому є певна іронія, але- 
незаконна окупація Криму, вторгнення на Донбас 
i підтримка режиму Асада в Сирії відштовхнули 
більшість чорноморських країн від Москви», - за- 
явив під час вступного слова посол США в Україні 
Джеффрі Пайєтт. 

За його словами, найкращою відповіддю України 
на російську агресію може стати лише впровад- 
ження реформ, які здатні зруйнувати корумповані 
практики минулого на національному і місцевому 
рівнях. 

Посол США вкотре наголосив, що Сполучені 
Штати разом зі своїми європейськими партнерами 
не збираються знімати санкції проти Росії доти, 
доки Крим не повернеться до України. Анексія 
Криму також вплинула i на Туреччину, в якої 
віднедавна складні стосунки з Росією. Ситуація зі 
збитим російським винищувачем на кордоні Ту- 
реччини лише посприяла зближенню з Україною. 
Візит президента Петра Порошенка у березні до 
Анкари став новим витком стратегічного пар- 
тнерства між двома країнами. Особлива увага 
приділяється довготривалому співробітництву у 
сфері безпеки. 

Туреччина продовжує надавати | допомогу 
кримським татарам, які змушені були залиши- 
ти Кримський півострів. На міжнародному рівні 
країна підтримує кримськотатарських лідерів, за- 
значив посол Турецької Республіки в Україні Йо- 


нет Тезель під час форуму в Одесі. 

«Росія надихає нас співпрацювати більше. У 
цьому контексті важливий Крим і кримські тата- 
ри, які нам дуже близькі. Ми сподіваємося, що 
кримське питання не зникне з порядку денного на 
міжнародному рівні», - пояснює він. 

Туреччина, як і європейські країни, зацікавлена 
у «поясі безпеки», який би міг захистити її від 
амбіцій Росії. Адже країна не може самостійно 
протистояти викликам у регіоні. Україна у цьому 
питанні - її стратегічний партнер. 

Голова Одеської ОДА Міхеїл Саакашвілі, по- 
силаючись на власний досвід протистояння 
Росії, говорить, що зараз Україні конче необхідна 
міжнародна підтримка. 

«Люди не розуміли важливості Грузії. Можли- 
во, вона і не настільки суттєво важлива з точки 
зору геополітики, Мені тоді казали (у 2008 році 
під час російсько-грузинського конфлікту — ред.), 
Грузія - маленький гравець за великим гральним 
столом у покер з крупними гравцями, але без карт 
у кишенях. Чи Україна - це те саме? Чи найбільша 
країна в Європі також маленький гравець? Іноді 
складається враження, що люди саме так дума- 
ють», - заявив під час виступу Міхеїл Саакашвілі. 

Ще кілька років тому на геополітичній 
карті світу Україну дійсно розглядали більше 
як об'єкт, аніж суб'єкт, чому сприяла нульо- 
ва активність у зовнішній політиці, впевнена 
експерт-міжнародник, головний редактор «UA: 
Ukraine Analytica» Ганна Шелест. З початком кри- 
зи в країні переговори перейшли на новий рівень. 
Анексія Криму та конфлікт на сході викрили про- 
галини у сфері міжнародної стратегії та безпе- 
ки, більшість країн почали вчитися на прикладі 
України. 

«Конфлікт в Україні вплинув на розвиток секто- 
ру безпеки у багатьох країнах. При тому не лише в 
чорноморському регіоні, а у всій Східній Європі. 
Активізувалася підготовка в рамках НАТО сил 
швидкого реагування. Поки що країни працюють 
над помилками», - говорить експерт. 

За словами Ганни Шелест, такий же сценарій 
- як в Україні - можна легко розгорнути ще як 
мінімум у 5-6 країнах. I Туреччина з протистоян- 
ням курдів є однією з них, що також впливає на 
розвиток дипломатичних відносин між країнами. 
Експерти не заперечують необхідності створен- 
ня єдиної політики безпеки у Чорному морі, яка 
би могла об'єднати Україну, Туреччину, Грузію, 
Румунію та Болгарію. 


Порошенко: ми готові співпрацювати 
з вибором «українського Донбасу» 


(Радіо Свобода) - Президент України Петро По- 
рошенко заявляє, що українська влада готова про- 
вести чесні вибори на Донбасі і «співпрацювати з 
тим вибором, який зробить український Донбас». 
Про це Порошенко написав у Twitter під час візиту 
на Донеччину. 

«Мінські домовленості абсолютно чітко перед- 
бачають відновлення українського суверенітету 
на окупованій частині Донбасу через процедуру 
виборів. Якщо хтось, хто не замазав руки кров'ю, 
у кого Україна в серці, вирішить брати участь у 
цих виборах і буде обраний народом Донбасу, я, 
як президент України, матиму з ним справу», - 
сказав глава держави у Краматорську Донецької 
області, відповідаючи на питання щодо мож- 
ливого призначення українського бізнесмена 
Ріната Ахметова 4H лідера парламентської 
фракції «Опозиційний блок» Юрія Бойка головою 
Донецької облдержадміністрації. 

Президент додав: «якщо пан Ахметов, чи пан 
Бойко ухвалять рішення балотуватися, виграють 
вибори й здобудуть підтримку Донбасу, то це буде 
вибір людей Донбасу». 

Порошенко також зазначив, що «мир - це те, до 
чого прагне Донбас 1 Україна» 

За словами глави держави, переважна більшість 
жителів Донбасу своє майбутнє бачить у складі 
України. 

Нещодавно тижневик «Дзеркало тижня» з по- 
силанням на свої джерела повідомив про те, 
нібито в Адміністрації президента розглядають 
кандидатури Ахметова i Бойка на посади голів 
«спеціальних адміністрацій», які можуть створити 
у зоні конфлікту на Донбасі у рамках виконання 
Мінських домовленостей. 


Відповідно до кількох пакетів домовлено- 
стей, досягнених на переговорах у білоруському 
Мінську в 2014-2015 роках, i відомих як Мінські 
домовленості, на нині окупованих територіях ча- 
стини Донбасу місцеві вибори мають відбутися 
гільки за українським законодавством і за участі 
міжнародних спостерігачів. Сепаратисти 1 Росія, 
яка підтримує їх, вимагають, щоб Україна ухва- 
лила для цих виборів окремий закон, що був би 
також узгоджений із лідерами збройних сепара- 
тистських угруповань, які Київ визнав терори- 
стичними. 


В Україні посилять заходи 


безпеки через вибухи в Брюсселі 

(Радіо Свобода) -У зв'язку з вибухами у 
Брюсселі (Бельгія) заходи безпеки в Україні бу- 
дуть посилені, заявив голова Служби безпеки 
України Василь Гришак. 

«Із цього приводу я вже сьогодні доповідав 
президентові, і президент дав вказівки посили- 
ти заходи безпеки... У нас у підвищену бойову 
готовність приведено всі підрозділи СБУ, насам- 
перед це стосується підрозділів антитерору», - 
сказав Грицак, 23 березня. 

При цьому, говорячи про події в Брюсселі, глава 
СБУ зазначив, що нє здивується, «якщо за цими 
терактами у Брюссєлі з'явиться «російський 
слід». 

Щонайменше 13 людей загинули, 35 поранені 
внаслідок вибухів, що пролунали вранці 22 берез- 
ня в брюссельському аеропорту 1 на станції метро. 

У країні підвищили до найвищого рівень 
терористичної загрози. 
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Ukrainian parties fail to 
form new governing coalition 


(RFE/RL)—Last-minute de- 
mands raised by former Ukrain- 
jan Prime Minister Yulia Ty- 
moshenko’s Fatherland | party 
quashed hopes for a new governing 
coalition in Ukraine on March 29. 

The party had been reported on 
March 28 to be part of an imminent 
deal to form a new coalition and end 
the political crisis that has delayed 
Western-backed reforms and loans. 

But Tymoshenko, at a meeting 
of prospective coalition members, 
raised new demands, including 
scrapping a tax on pension pay- 
ments and rolling back energy 
price hikes. 

The price hikes were a key 
reform demanded by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund as part of 
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Ukraine’s bailout program. Yulia Tymoshenko, speaks in parliament on March 29. me es x <a - 13407-92 Street, eee Ag TSE зно 


Lawmakers emerged from the 


meeting saying the hoped-for co- it, 19 lawmakers would have been 
alition was not formed despite an enough to give the three-party 
announcement by Prime Minister coalition a majority when added 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk’s party late on (о the 216 lawmakers from Poro- 


March 28 of an impending new alli-  shenko’s and Yatsenyuk’s factions. 
ance with Fatherland and President Parliamentary speaker Volody- 


Petro Poroshenko’s faction in the myr Hroysman, 38, an ally of 


parliament. © Poroshenko, was expected to be 
Tymoshenko “is demanding a put forward as a replacement prime 
stack of political laws be voted on minister by the new coalition. But 
before joining the coalition. Every- that move also has been thrown 
one has to go back to the drawing into doubt or delayed along with 
board,” a source in Poroshenko’s the new coalition. 
bloc told Reuters. + Lawmakers said the longer the 
_ Lawmakers in Yatsenyuk’s fac- poyernment fails to form a new 
tion also said the three-party coali- Coalition, the more likely the chaos 
tion had not been formalized, with i) trigger snap parliamentary 
party head Maksy m Burbak Sayin& elections, something Poroshenko 
the deal won't be finalized until hopes to avoid as that likely would 
next week. boost support for populist parties 
Mustafa Nayyem, a lawmaker tha oppose Western-backed aus- 
from Poroshenko’s bloc, said ‘ "Ту- terity measures 
moshenko invented new condi- The lack of a stable coalition ca- 
tions and that’s why everything has pable of pushing reforms through 
finally failed.” parliament already has derailed 
_ Fatherland is the smallest party talks for a new $1.7 billion loan 
in parliament, but the support of from the IMF 


Rada approves 
Shokin’s resignation 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian parliament has approved the resignation of 
Prosecutor-General Viktor Shokin. 

He was seen by Ukraine’s Western backers as an obstacle to tackling 
corruption, 

The motion to approve his resignation passed on March 29 with 289 
votes, comfortably over the 226 required. 

An hour earlier, Shokin had fired his deputy, Davit Sakvarelidze, one 
of several foreign-born experts brought in to assist Ukraine with its 
Western-backed reform drive. Sakvarelidze had accused Shokin of main- 
taining ties with corrupt officials and lawmakers. 

Several hundred people rallied outside the Ukrainian parliament on 
March 28, calling for Shokin’s resignation. 

The United States has repeatedly called for top-to-bottom reform of 
the Prosecutor-General’s Office, which antigraft cz > said 
plays a key role in protecting vested interests and allc wing COrTupt prac- 
uces to flourish 

Shokin had tendered his resignation on February 16 after Presiden 
Petro Poroshenko asked him to step down 


eners ha 


U.K. Foreign Secretary: Russia 
poses ‘threat’ to all countr ies 


(RFE/RL)—Bnitsh Foreign Secretary Ph 
represents a threat to everyone on the world st 
for international norms. 

Speaking in a press conference in the Georgian capital 
March 30 Hammond said: “Russia ignores the norms of intern 
conduct and breaks the rules of the international system. That represents 
a challenge and a threat to all of us.” 

Hammond made the remarks when he was asked whether Russia still 
posed a threat to countries in the region, like Georgia or the Baltic states. 

Hammond called on Moscow to play a constructive role on the world 
stage and follow “the rules of the international system.” 


SUS Foundation of Canada 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Position Title: National Youth Organizer 
Organization: CYMK-UOY (Canadian Ukrainian Orthodox Youth Association) 
Salary Range: $40,000 to $50,000 

Report to: SUS Foundation of Canada — Toronto, Ontario 

Work Location: Toronto, Ontario 


Position Summary 
SUS Foundation of Canada is seeking a dynamic, experienced, results-oriented individual to 
revitalize and rebuild the CYMK-UOY organization branches across Canada. The position is a 
full-time position with a focus on organizing membership campaigns, supporting the 
development and implementation of stimulating youth programs, as well as sourcing and 
developing any materials/tools required to fulfill the mandate. The focus will also be on 
building and developing functional partnerships between CYMK-UOY and other organizations 
under the umbrella of the Ukrainian Self Reliance League (CYC). 


Primary responsibilities 
e Develop and implement leadership, fellowship and spiritual strategies to engage the 
youth 
e Aid in the development of existing locals and the creation of new locals 
e ‘implement leadership апа self-advocacy training/curriculum tailored to youth needs 
e Conduct regular meetings with the CYMK-UOY National Executive 
e Develop, implement, and report on an annual work plan focused on results with 
quarterly milestones and effective evaluation methods 
e Assist in fund-raising through grants, membership and special events, working in 
collaboration with CYMK-UOY National Executive 
e Administer and maintain website and social media presence. 
e Become familiar with the organizational structure of USRL/CYC in Canada and how 
СУМК fits into it 


Qualifications 


Dact Carn = CAiiratir 
. rOSt зесопсагу caucation 


oundation of Canada, 
usfoundation.ca by April 


in your cover letter, tell us how your personal and professional background makes you ап 
excellent candidate for this position. Only successful candidates will be contacted. 


Plus са change, plus c’est la 
méme chose. 

Pardon our French, but this 
term has entered into the English 
language as a rhetorical comment 
which basically means “the more 
things change, the more they stay 
the same.” 

And it most certainly applies to 
the most recent sanctions aimed 
at curbing Russian aggression in 
Ukraine, that were announced by 
Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane 
Dion on March 18. 

As we have commented earlier, 
we do not believe that Canada’s 
response to Russian aggression has 
changed in terms of substance — 
only in terms of style. 

And that is the problem. When 
the Liberals faced their first chal- 
lenge as anew government to make 
a substantive change — in this par- 
ticular case by adding new names 
to the list of Russian oligarchs who 
were sanctioned by Canada — and 
including the two Putin cronies 
they castigated the Conservatives 
for failing to include in the past — 
they failed to make the grade. 

We are talking specifically about 
Igor Sechin, CEO of Russia’s oil 
giant Rosneft and Vladimir Yaku- 
nin, former CEO of Russian Rail- 
ways. 

Let’s go back to when the Con- 
servalives were in power. Both 


Liberal and NDP members raised 
this issue as an example of the se- 
lectivity of the then-government’s 
sanctions list, noting — quite cor- 
rectly — that both these powerful 
cronies of Russian dictator Vladi- 
mir Putin were on the 1.5. list, 
but not on Canada’s, because they 
had significant business interests in 
Canada. 

Sechin’s Rosneft, through its RN 
Cardium Oil Inc. Subsidiary, owns 
30 percent of Exxon Mobil Corp’s 
Harmattan acreage in the Cardium 
formation near Sundrie, Alberta, 
while Yakunin on June 17, 2015, 
suggested, in a story carried by both 
СТУ News and Global News, that 
his close business relationships, 
notably with Bombardier chairman 
Pierre Beaudoin, may have helped 
to shield him from Canada’s list. 

What’s more, in response to the 
Election Questionnaire issued by 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
and posted on their website on 
September 29, 2015, Anna Gainey, 
President of the Liberal Party of 
Canada, made the following state- 
ment: 

“A Liberal government would 
immediately expand the list of 
sanctioned Russians to include in- 
fluential businessmen, and close 
Putin supporters, Igor Sechin and 
Vladimir Yakunin. We would also 
call for an urgent meeting of our 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, March 31 - April 13, 31 березня - 13 квітня, 2016 


‘Liberals sidestep an election pledge 


NATO allies to decide whether 
further new steps must be taken, in 
view of escalating Russian ageres- 
sion in Ukraine.” 

Just to clarify the context in 
which this statement was made, the 
question she was responding to was 
not one related to sanctions, but 
one which stated: “Does your party 
support the listing of the Luhansk 
“People’s Republic’ and the Don- 
etsk “People’s Republic’ as terror- 
ist organizations? Does your party 
support listing the Russian Federa- 
tion as a State sponsor of terrorism 
for its continuing role in the inva- 
sion of Eastern Ukraine and the 
shoot down of flight MH17?” 

But let’s not quibble over tech- 
nicalities. The statement was made 
— in very unequivocal terms we 
would like to add — and, as such, it 
stands as an election pledge of the 
Liberal Party of Canada. Therefore, 
our community has every right to 
expect it to be implemented by the 
new government. 

However, we may admit one 
point. Yakunin’s placement on a 
sanctions list may now be irrel- 
evant because he was replaced as 
CEO of Russian Railways by First 
Deputy Transportation Minister 


Oleg Belozerov on August 20, 
2015 — before the Liberals made 
their election statement, incident- 
ally. 

Apparently he is now in Putin’s 
doghouse, ostensibly because his 
son attempted to apply for Brit- 
ish citizenship. In a 90 minute 
interview with Bloomberg’s Irina 
Reznik which was cited in a story 
posted on January 12, 2016, Yaku- 
nin had some parting advice for the 
remaining members of what he dis- 
missed as Putin’s “so-called inner 
circle” — know your place. 

“This circle will continue to ro- 
tate,” Yakunin said. Putin has yet 
to form a stable “ruling class like 
Russia had during czarist times,” 
he added. 

However, if Yakunin has sud- 
denly become irrelevant, his suc- 
cessor at Russian Railways, Beloz- 
erov has not. He would certainly be 
a good candidate for the sanctions 
list, especially considering his ap- 
pointment was pushed forward 
by the Rotenberg brothers both 
of whom have been on both Can- 
ada’s and the U.S. sanctions lists 
since 2014. And, of course, Sechin 
remains a very powerful figure 
within Putin’s inner circle and his 
Rosneft continues to feed Russia’s 
war machine. 

But even if Yakunin has_be- 
come irrelevant, that was not the 


answer we were given by Global 
Affairs. And one thing we would 
like to note is that even though we 
had directed our email question 
to Dion’s political staffers, it was 
bounced back to the bureaucrats 
at Global Affairs, and the answer 
was simply: “Decisions whether 
to sanction certain individuals and 
entities are made strategically and 
in close coordination with our part- 
ners. Details surrounding the pro- 
cess are not discussed publically 
in order to preserve the integrity of 
the process.” 

Frankly, considering that the 
Liberals had taken the Conserva- 
tives to task — and rightfully so 
— for leaving these individuals 
off Canada’s sanctions list while 
they were in opposition and the 
Conservatives in power, and, con- 
sidering that the Liberal Party of 
Canada made an election promise 
to “immediately expand the list 
of sanctioned Russians to include 
influential businessmen, and close 
Putin supporters, Igor Sechin and 
Vladimir Yakunin” as well as “call 
for an urgent meeting of our NATO 
allies to decide whether further 
new steps must be taken, in view 
of escalating Russian aggression 
in Ukraine,” which, to our know- 
ledge, has not been followed up 
upon either — this answer is sim- 
ply unacceptable. 


Time for Ukraine to take the initiative 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)— 
Viadimir Putin’s maneuverings 
with the West and Ukraine are 
often compared toa game of chess. 
The comparison is spot on, with 
one qualification. Contrary to the 
image of grandmaster he prefers, 
the Russian president more 
closely resembles a loudmouthed 
barroom player who slams pieces 
against the board. The effect is 
intimidating at first, but the best 
way to beat him is to take a deep 
breath, stick to your strategy, and 
play a consistently offensive and 
defensive game. 


Unfortunately, President Obama 


isn’t very interested in playing 
chess with Putin. Maybe the State 
Department and the Pentagon 
are, but they’re hamstrung by 
Obama’s apparent indifference. 
The European Union, almost 
by definition, doesn’t play well. 
Indeed, its member states can’t 
agree on whether the game is chess, 
checkers, or soccer. 

Putin’s bullying and the West’s 
non-play give Ukraine’s leaders 
considerable room for maneuver. 
If Kyiv had a vision of its future, 
it could stop reacting to events and 
attempt to settle the war in eastern 
Ukraine on its own terms. By 
announcing bold initiatives, Kyiv 
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of Taras Shevchenko. 


Canada 


ї 
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could take the initiative and shock 
Washington and Europe out of their 
complacency or denial. 

Consider the stalemate over 
the Minsk accords. France and 
Germany are pressuring Ukraine 
to hold elections in the occupied 
Donbas even as the Kremlin 
negates its end of the bargain by 
violating the ceasefire, arming 
Putin’s proxies, repressing freedom 
of speech and assembly, and 
controlling the Ukrainian-Russian 
border. The elections would be a 
violation of every value France 
and Germany claim to stand for 
and only ensure that Russia would 
become a permanent cancer on 
Ukraine’s body politic. 

Rather than play the endless 
point and blame game, Kyiv could 
simply state that it has temporarily 
suspended its sovereign right to 
the Donbas enclave and will defer 
the elections to an appropriate 
intemational body. The OSCE or 
the UN would organize, conduct, 
and supervise the elections from 
beginning to end. For its part, 


Ukraine will accept the results as 
long as independent international 
monitors declare that the election 
process was fair and free. 

Better still, President Poroshenko 
could announce that he supports 
granting the occupied Donbas the 
status of a fully sovereign region 
within a  confederal Ukraine. 
The enclave would have its own 
government, its own budget, its 
own police, its own economy, 
its own laws. Kyiv wouldn’t 
subsidize the enclave, and the 
enclave wouldn’t subsidize Kyiv. 
All that would bind them would be 
some largely symbolic institution, 
perhaps a powerless council of 
elders that would periodically 
meet, sing songs, and be merry. 

Putin and his proxies would be 
cormered. Putin wants the Donbas 
to weaken Ukraine. If you isolate 
the Donbas with a confederacy 
arrangement, the Kremlin’s ability 
to infect Ukraine will be nullified. 
And the proxies couldn’t say no: 
Ukraine would be giving them 
far more autonomy than they 


want. In the end, Ukraine would 
have a bankrupt criminal state on 
its border rather than a bankrupt 
criminal region inside its borders. 

If that’s too radical, consider 
a third way to take the initiative: 
Poroshenko could declare that 
Ukraine has “suspended” all 
efforts to reintegrate the occupied 
Donbas for, say, ten years. No 
Minsk, no military, no diplomacy 
just freeze the status quo. 
After ten years, the OSCE or UN 
would oversee a referendum on 
self-determination in the occupied 
Donbas allowing the citizens to 
choose to return to Ukraine, remain 
independent, or join Russia. 

Each of these three variants has 
the inestimable advantage of giving 
Ukraine the initiative. Kyiv would 
propose bold solutions that are 
consistent with human rights and 
democratic norms, and Russia and 
the West would have to respond. 

Ukrainian elites must seize the 
initiative. If they don’t counter 
Putin’s poor chess play with their 
smart game, they’ Il lose. 


Duncan praises CUPP 


Г am delighted that the Canada-Ukraine Parliament- 
ary Program (CUPP) program will continue this year. 
Starting this April, I will welcome another inspiring 
young Ukrainian intern to my Ottawa Parliamentary 
office. CUPP was established in 1991 by the Ukrain- 
ian Studies Foundation of Toronto to commemorate 
the centennial of Ukrainian group immigration to 
Canada. The program has offered the opportunity to 
Ukrainian students to work in the Canada’s Parliament 
and learn about our Westminster model of governance. 

I have over my term in office been fortunate to host 
My most re 


a number of fabulous interns 


Мапа Korolenko shared with me her experience in 
the demonstrations, 
7, in Kyiv’ 


as she calls 


dis pny 


‘the rev 


. Inspired by her 


cent intern 


olution of 


d to U 


help pave 


Letter to the Editor 


improved energy efficiency and renewable energy 
sources, she is now employed by an award winning 
start-up Ukraine energy efficiency firm. I have been 
able to catch up with Maria during her regular market- 
ing trips to Canada as she explores new markets for 
their innovative efficiency technologies. І am equally 
delighted to learn that Ukraine is exploring more effi- 
cient energy sources and uses as it was a subject I was 
keen to explore with Ukraine officials during my first 
ар to Ukraine before the change in government. This 

ew found interest may open doors to partnerships 
м with Canadian energy 


to small and medium busine 


the way for these joint 


firms in building Ukraine’s 
tor. Recent decisions to extend 
ses in Ukraine may 
ventures. 
Linda Duncan M.P. 
Edmonton Strathcona 
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Trump’s new Russia adviser has 
deep ties to Kremlin’s Gazprom 


By Zachary Mider, Bloomberg, March 30, 2016 

A globe-trotting American investment banker who’s 
built a career on deals with Russia and its state-run gas 
company, Carter Page says his business has suffered 
directly from the U.S. economic sanctions imposed 
after Russia’s escalating involvement in the Ukraine. 
When Donald Trump named him last week as one of 
his foreign-policy advisers, Page says his e-mail inbox 
filled up with positive notes from Russian contacts. “So 
many people who I know and have worked with have 
been so adversely affected by the sanctions policy,” 
Page said in a two-hour interview last week. “There’s 
a lot of excitement in terms of the possibilities for 
creating a better situation.” 

Over the course of his campaign, Trump has been 
a contrarian on Russia, floating the idea of reducing 
the American commitment to NATO and calling Sakhalin oil and gas field in the Sea of Okhotsk. He 
Russian President Vladimir Putin a “strong leader.” also helped the company court Western investors, 
“J think І would have a very good relationship with assisting in setting up the first regular meetings with 
Putin,” he said last year. So it makes sense that Trump shareholders in New York and London. Before he 
tapped Page for his foreign-policy team. In writings moved back to New York in 2007, he says, many of 
posted online, Page is a reliable defender of Russian its top officials showed up at his going-away party, at 
intentions, and portrays U.S. policymakers as stuck in a restaurant near the Kremlin. 
an outdated Cold War mindset. Page gets mixed reviews from former bosses. Bernie 

Page’s career path, too, seems to mesh with Trump’s_ Sucher, Merrill’s country head in that era, said Page 
philosophy. A billionaire developer and entertainer “has a nuanced and subtle appreciation of the interplay 
with no government experience, Trump isn’t hiring of politics and energy.” But Sergey Aleksashenko, 
the typical Washington policy wonks as he pursues the another top Merrill executive in Russia at the time and 
Republican presidential nomination. Instead, he favors now an outspoken Kremlin critic, described him as a 
advisers with what one of his staffers described to the junior banker with little understanding of the country. 
New York Times as “real world” experience. ЗТ could not imagine Carter as an adviser on foreign 

That background also carries risks, as Page, 44, policy,” Aleksashenko said. “It’s really surprising.” 
readily acknowledges. Page says his parallel career After returning to New York, Page says he took 
as a foreign-policy expert has occasionally faced a buyout from Merrill in 2008 to start his own firm, 
skepticism over his business ties to Russia and his known as Global Energy Capital LLC. He traveled 
favorable view of its leadership. to Turkmenistan that year, talking about raising a $1 

“It is a question I get so frequently — I lost count billion private equity fund to buy assets in the former 
many decades ago,” he said. “There’s a very negative Soviet republic, and meeting with top government 
conventional wisdom that these are all crooks and bad officials. 
guys.” The fund пеуег materialized — the global financial 

Page said his experience advising Russian companies crisis struck later that year — and since then, Page says 
and pitching deals in places like Turkmenistan will he’s mostly done low-profile advisory assignments, 
offer Trump a more practical perspective than what’s such as counseling foreign investors on buying assets 
available from “people from afar, sitting inthe comfort in Russia. In some of the deals, he’s worked with 
of their think tanks in Washington.” Sergey Yatsenko, a former deputy chief financial 

Page wouldn’t discuss his policy views in detail, officer at Gazprom who is now an official adviser to 
saying that his work with the Trump campaign 15 at Page’s firm. 
an early stage and that he doesn’t want to speak out | "Не understands what’s going on in Russia,” 
of turn, Не wouldn’t say whether he’s met or spoken Yatsenko says. “He doesn’t make strong judgments.” 
with the candidate yet, or how they connected. Buthe —_Yatsenko says he worked with Page on helping a 
described a career marked by a lifelong fascination Russian investor explore an oil investment in Iraqi 
with Russia and Central Asia, and a determination to Kurdistan, and advising a Chinese investor looking 
drum up business there even in the face of political to buy Russian oil assets in Eastern Siberia. Page 
headwinds. wouldn’t discuss specific deals. 

Page left little doubt that he favors deeper Another project involved developing natural-gas- 
engagement with Russia. But he insisted that his work powered vehicles in Russia, possibly in partnership 
on the Trump campaign isn’t likely to benefit his with Gazprom, Yatsenko says. But the sanctions put 
business interests, and one project may even need to those talks оп hold. 
be put on hold because of it. “I spend my evenings and The U.S. and Europe imposed trade restrictions in 
weekends working on ideas, as opposed to trying to 2014 after Russia annexed the Ukrainian territory of 
make the next buck,” he said. Crimea and aided pro-Russian forces in the country. 

Page’s interest in Russia dates to his youth in New They apply to what President Barack Obama called 
York's Hudson Valley. Watching a TV news programon “cronies and companies that are supporting Russia’s 
arms control talks, he says he noticed that the adviser illegal actions in Ukraine.” Gazprom, now led by a 
sitting behind President Ronald Reagan wore a Navy former Putin aide, is among those targeted. 
uniform. A few years later, Page enrolled in the U.S. Besides drying up some of his potential deals, the 
Naval Academy. He later worked in arms control at the sanctions have hurt Page in other ways. He says he’s 
Pentagon and completed a fellowship at the Council оп ап investor in Gazprom — he still attends the annual 
Foreign Relations in New York. Over his career, he’s investor meetings—and blames the trade restrictions 
eared three graduate degrees, including a Ph.D from for helping drive down the stock. 

SOAS University of London. Earlier this month, Page says he traveled to a 

In 2000, Page took up investment banking, getting а Phoenix, Arizona, suburb to hear Trump address a 
job at Mermill Lynch’s capital-markets group in London. crowd. Some media reports on the rally focused on 
After impressing a colleague with his relationship with protesters who tried to block a road, but Page says 
Victor Pinchuk, a Ukrainian billionaire, he says he was he never noticed them. All he saw was a crowd of 
dispatched to help open the firm’s Moscow office іп enthusiastic supporters, many of them senior citizens 
2004. willing to wait in the hot sun for a chance to hear the 

In Russia, Page developed relationships 
executives at Gazprom, the former Soviet gas ministry For Page, it was a kind of dissonance that felt 
that was partially privatized in the 1990s. By the time familiar from his work in Russia. “The three protesters 

Page arrived, Putin was consolidating his спір on who blocked the road. versus the 20.000 people who 

the country’s economy, and in 2005 the government were positive and enthusiastic.” he says. “There’s a 

boosted its stake so that it again owned a majority of lot of misperceptions in the public understanding of 


Republican front-runner Donald Trump maintains he 
and Putin would get along very well. 


with candidate speak. 


the stock. things.~ 
Page says he advised Gazprom on its largest deals 
during this period, such as buying of a stake in the With assistance from Tom Beardsworth in London. 


Ukraine is not 
Russia’s client state 


By Orest Steciw, 
President, League of Ukrainian Canadians 

“The Obama Doctrine” published recently by Jeffrey Goldberg in The 
Atlantic Magazine will likely launch many dissertations and research 
papers, given its significant analysis of America’s foreign policy 
under the leadership of President Barack Obama. Obama’s comments 
throughout the article give us a better insight into the decision-making 
process of the White House and Washington’s establishment regarding 
the use of foreign policy tools. While the article primarily concentrates 
on Obama’s handling of the crisis in the Middle East and the rise of ISIS, 
it provides sufficient amount of information about America’s policy 
towards Eastern Europe, more specifically the current crisis provoked 
by Russian aggression against Ukraine. 

The League of Ukrainian Canadians strongly emphasizes the 
inaccuracy of President Obama’s reference to Ukraine as a “client state”. 
According to Obama, “Putin acted in Ukraine in response to a client 
state that was about to slip out of his grasp.” Should President Obama 
consider the history of Eastern Europe more thoroughly, he probably 
would not have made such a comment. Ukraine’s complex history of co- 
existence with Russia and resistance to Russia’s dominance in the region 
dates back to the Mongol invasion of Kyivan Rus. Obama’s comment 
seems especially inappropriate after what Ukraine has gone through 
in the last two years, following the Revolution of Dignity, which took 
away the lives of the Heavenly Hundred and thousands of others who 
defend European values today in eastern Ukraine. 

In the words of the four-star American General (Ret.) Wesley Clark, 
“Today Ukraine is the frontier of Western civilization.” In order to 
understand the current Russo-Ukrainian conflict, one has to realize that 
today’s Ukraine is indeed defending the values promoted by the West. 
Following the ousting of former President Yanukovych and the election 
of a new pro-European government, Ukraine has been significantly 
transformed in every sphere. Today’s Ukraine has a functioning army, a 
newly created police force, and is currently engaged in the reforming of 
the judicial system and curbing corruption. All of these transformations 
would not be possible without the political will of Ukrainian politicians 
and support from Ukraine’s allies. For President Obama to directly imply 
that Ukraine is a core Russian geopolitical interest, but not an American 
one, is a simplification of a complex relationship between the two states. 
Ukraine is not a NATO member state, but the latest polls in Ukraine 
suggest that the overwhelming majority of Ukrainians want to see their 
country join the European Union and NATO, Ukraine itself might not 
be a top priority of US foreign policy, but the stability of Europe should 
indeed be among the top security and foreign affairs priorities of the 
United States. 

President Obama went further and said, “The fact is that Ukraine, which 
із anon-NATO country, is going to be vulnerable to military domination 
by Russia no matter what we do.” The United States was among the 
signatories of the Budapest Memorandum of 1994. The United States 
promised to guarantee Ukraine’s territorial integrity in exchange for the 
third largest nuclear arsenal. Section 2 of the Budapest Memorandum 
explicitly states, “The Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United States of America reaffirm 
their obligation to refrain from the threat or use of force against the 
territorial integrity or political independence of Ukraine...” 

We would be too naive to count on the United States declaring war 
against Russia over Crimea and eastern Ukraine; however, nothing 
prevents the US from supplying adequate arms to Ukrainian troops. 
Ukrainian government officials, including the President and Prime 
Minister, have appealed to the United States and other Western states 
multiple times asking them for military defensive weapons. The United 
States not only refused to provide those weapons, but also went further 
and prevented other NATO countries from helping Ukraine militarily. 
“The idea that talking tough or engaging in some military action.. .1S 
somehow going to influence the decision-making of Russia,..is contrary 
to all the evidence we have seen over the last 50 years,” suggests 
President Obama. Unfortunately, he does not provide strong evidence 
to back up his claim. On the contrary, during his recent visit to Ottawa 
and Washington, Andriy Parubiy, the First Vice-Speaker of Ukraine’s 
parliament, stressed the importance of comprehending the fact that, 
“Putin understands only the language of force in international relations.” 

We do not ask the United States to go to war with Russia over 
Crimea and eastern Ukraine, but we do appeal to President Obama to be 
accurate in his assessment of Ukraine’s history, and hope sincerely that 
ithe United States will continue to defend aspiring young democracies 
like Ukraine. Ukraine and other Eastern European states like Poland, 
Latvia. Lithuania and Estonia remember their tragic histories very well. 
These countries have paid a very high price in blood in the ХХ century 
to achieve freedom and finally enjoy statehood. 

Today Vladimir Putin’s Russia wants to reverse the clock and recreate 
the “evil empire.” Ukraine and other Eastern European states need the 
support of their Western allies as never before — including the support of 
the President of the United States. The West’s real strength in supporting 
Ukraine is standing up for what is right, as wellas defending fundamental 
principles when they are violated. 
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Colour Corrections 


n the last issue our printing subscontractor mixed up the inks 
yn one of our four-page flats putting the magenta inck where the 
fellow should have gon. This resulted in some strange combina- 
ions of the ads that appear on thos four pages. We are reprinting 
з number of them the way they were supposed to appear. 
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Let the heavens Бе glad, and let the earth rejoice, 
and let the whole world, both visible and invisible, keep 
festival: For Christ is risen, our eternal joy. 
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Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation wish 
you much happiness during this joyous time. ~ 
May the miracle of this Easter season bless 
your heart, your home and those you love! 
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Free Savchenko Rally in Montreal 


Manitoba proclaims Year 
of Ukrainian-Canadian 
Cultural Heritage 


(UCC National}—To mark the 125th Anniversary of Ukrainian 
immigration to Canada, on March 10 the Province of Manitoba proclaimed 
2016 The Year of Manitoba’s Ukrainian-Canadian Cultural Heritage. 
At the March 10th session of the Manitoba Legislative Assembly, the 
Premier of Manitoba Greg Selinger, read a proclamation which had the 
support of all parties represented in the Assembly. 

Brian Pallister, Progressive Conservative Party leader, and Liberal 
Party MLA Jon Gerrard rose to lend support to the proclamation. 

The full text of these remarks can be viewed at Hansard from March 
10, 2016 

The proclamation was made in the presence of representatives of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Manitoba Provincial Council, including 
President Oksana Bondarchuk, Vice President Myroslava Pidhirnyj, 
Treasurer Lesia Szwaluk, and UCC-MPC 125 Anniversary Committee 
Co-Chairs Joan Lewandowsky and Dr. Roman Yereniuk. A distinguished 
special guest was the Ambassador of Ukraine to Canada, Andriy 
Shevchenko, who was accompanied by his spouse Hanna Homonai. 

“This Proclamation is an important beginning to the year-long 
celebrations planned by UCC-MPC to mark the 125th Anniversary of 
Ukrainian immigration to Canada,” said UCC-MPC President Oksana 
Bondarchuk. “It points out the contribution that Ukrainian Canadians have 
made, and continue to make, to the vibrancy and success of Manitoba. 
I am especially pleased that Ambassador Shevchenko was present to 
participate in this significant event. As well, I wish to thank Minister 
David Chomiak for his leadership in facilitating the announcement of 
the Proclamation, along with representatives of all political parties who 
- іп the best traditions of Manitoba - made this proclamation a unifying 
gesture.” 

The full text of the Proclamation follows below: 

Year of Manitoba’s Ukrainian-Canadian Cultural Heritage 

Whereas 2016 marks the 125th year since the arrival of the first 
Ukrainians to Canada; and 

Whereas Ukrainian-Manitobans have greatly contributed to the 
province of Manitoba, initially through agriculture, forestry, railways and 
mining and, presently, in most professional fields of the workplace; and 

Whereas Ukrainian-Manitobans assisted in the creation and the 
promotion of multiculturalism in Canada and in Manitoba; and 

Whereas Winnipeg was the first major urban centre of Ukrainian- 
Canadians, where many of the earliest religious cultural institutions were 
founded, including the Canada-wide co-ordinating body known as the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, established 75 years ago; and 

Whereas Winnipeg is the first city outside of Ukraine to dedicate 
a statue honouring the bard and freedom fighter of Ukraine, Taras 
Shevchenko, built on the grounds of the Manitoba Legislative Assembly 
by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress; and 

Whereas 2016 marks the 55th anniversary of the Ukrainian education 
program in Manitoba, a program that was taught in the early decades 
until it was disallowed in 1916 and was reinstated in 1961; and 

Whereas higher education is deeply important to Ukrainian- 
Manitobans, and the community has established three institutions at the 
University of Manitoba, including St. Andrew’s College in 1946, the 
Ukrainian Studies in the Department of German and Slavic Studies in 
1949 and the Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies, 1981; and 

Whereas Ukrainian-Manitobans have contributed to Manitoba’s rich 
cultural heritage through the arts, including choral and instrumental 
music, folkloric and performing dance, fine art, fibre art, literature, 
architecture, libraries, museums and archival collections and cuisine. 

Now, therefore, be it known that І, Greg Selinger, Premier of the 
Province of Manitoba, proclaim 2016 be designated as the year of 
Manitoba’s Ukrainian-Canadian cultural heritage in Manitoba, and do 
commend its thoughtful observance to all citizens of our province. 
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(RFE/RL)—A court in southern 
Russia has convicted Ukrainian 
military pilot Nadia Savchenko on 
all charges and sentenced her to 22 
years in prison and a fine of 30,000 
rubles (5441). 

Judge Leonid Stepanenko on 
March 22 concluded reading the 
verdict in the controversial case in 


the southwestern Russian city of 


Donetsk, adding that Savchenko 
would receive credit for time 
served since she was arrested on 
June 30, 2014. 

The hearing was briefly sus- 
pended just before the judge pro- 
nounced sentence when Savchenko 
began singing a patriotic Ukrainian 
song from the defendant’s holding 
area. 

The Russian Prosecutor-Gener- 
al’s Office issued a statement say- 
ing it was satisfied with the court’s 
ruling. Interfax quoted an unnamed 
“law enforcement source” as say- 
ing Savchenko could be handed 
over to Ukraine if Kyiv makes an 
official request, but only after the 
sentence takes official effect in 10 
days. 

In Kyiv, Foreign Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin posted on Twitter that the 
results of the trial were “expected” 
and “it is the beginning of a new 
step in the struggle” to free Sav- 
chenko. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko said he was prepared to ex- 
change two Russians — who were 
captured during fighting in eastern 
Ukraine and whom Kyiv believes 
are Russian servicemen for 
Savchenko. He also called for “in- 
dividual sanctions” against judges 
and prosecutors involved in Зау- 
chenko’s case and those who par- 
ticipated in other tnals of Ukrain- 
ian citizens in Russia, including the 
trial of filmmaker Oleh Sentsov. 

Savchenko defense lawyer Mark 
Feigin said outside the court that 
he “guarantees” that Savchenko 
will not serve her term in a Rus- 
sian penal colony. “She will be re- 
leased,” he said. 

Fellow defense lawyer Nikolai 
Polozoy told journalists after the 
hearing that Savchenko plans to 
resume a dry hunger stike — опе 
in which she refuses even to drink 
water — in the very near future. 

Specifically, Savchenko was 
sentenced to 18 years for com- 
plicity in the deaths of two Rus- 
sian journalists during fighting in 
easter Ukraine in June 2014. She 
was sentenced to 10 years for com- 


plicity in the attempted killings of 


other civilians in the same incident. 
The fine was for illegally crossing 
Russia’s border. 

Russian officials say she directed 
mortar fire against a checkpoint 
manned by Russia-backed separa- 
tists in Ukraine that resulted in the 
deaths of the journalists. 

Prosecutors had asked the court 


Ukrainian military pilot Nadia Savchenko sits inside a defendant’ cage 
during her sentencing hearing on March 22. 


to sentence her to 23 years in pris- 
on. 

Earlier, the judge dismissed all 
the defense testimony and argu- 
ments. He rejected the defense 
claim that Savchenko is covered by 
immunity based on her status as a 
deputy in the Ukrainian parliament 
and a delegate to the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Eur- 
ope. 

At one point earlier in the day, 
the reading of the verdict was 
briefly suspended and the court- 
room cleared. Participants were 
compelled to go through security 
checks a second time before the 
judge continued. 

Savchenko denies the charges 
and says she does not recognize the 
Russian court or its right to try her. 
During the hearing on March 22, 
she wore a T-shirt emblazoned with 
a Ukrainian patriotic symbol and 
frequently sat down while the rest 
of the court stood for the judge’s 
ruling. 

At one point during the hearing, 
laughter was heard in the court- 
room and the judge asked if anyone 
found the proceedings amusing. 
Savchenko yelled from her holding 
area, “I do.” 

Proceedings in the high-profile 
case began in September 2015. 
Savchenko has gone on hunger 
strike several times to protest her 
detention and recently gave judges 
the middle finger. 

Amnesty Intemational on March 
21 slammed the proceedings as 
falling short of intemational stan- 
dards and called for a retrial “that 
remains free of political interfer- 
ence.” 

“It is abhorrent to send Nadia 
Savchenko to prison after such a 
flawed, deeply politicized «паї. 
said Amnesty’s director for Europe 
and Central Asia, John Dalhuisen. 

Germany’s Foreign Ministry said 


the rule of law” 

A spokesman for Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko said on 
March 21 that Kyiv w Inui 
to press Russia for Savchenko’s re- 
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lease. 

“Savchenko’s release is envis- 
aged in the Minsk agreements,” 
said spokesman Svyatoslav Tse- 
holko, referring to the internation- 
ally mediated process to regulate 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine. 
“The fact that she has not been 
freed yet means Russia is violating 
them.” 
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Едмонтон вшан 


"І чужому научайтесь, 
Свого не цурайтесь! 
Галина Котович, член УМТА 

Вже 125 років ці слова Тара- 
са Шевченка є дійсністю укра- 
їнських поселенців в Канаді, а 
його життя було відображенням 
їхнього життя - тяжка праця 
далеко від рідного краю, зверх- 
ність іноземців, бажання бачити 
Україну вільною. Шевченківські 
святкування в діяспорі почалися 
в першій декаді 20 ст, Завдяки 
Шевченкові, багато перших по- 
селенців щойно тут почали себе 
називати українцями. 

Разом з хором "Дніпро" усі 
присутні заспівали "Заповіт". 
Голова Конгресу Українців Ка- 
нади  едмонтонського відділу 
Сергій Костюк привітав гостей 
i пояснив у двох мовах значіння 
нашого святкування. Тоді хор 
"Дніпро" заспівав: "Широкая, 
високая калино моя" з поезії 
"Чого ти ходиш на могилу" (сл. 
Т. Шевченка, муз. М. Лисенка) та 
"Шевченкові" (сл. K. Малицької, 
муз. К. Стеценка), диригент, Гри- 
на Шмігельська, при фортепіяні, 
Грина Тарнавська. 

Ведуча концерту Ліля Панте- 
люк (за усіма текстами Галини 
Котович) прочитала короткі дані 
про вплив Шевченка на діяспору, 
а Касян Солтикевич прочитав в 
оригіналі деякі думки В. Кіся (з 
"Нового шляху") про важливість 
ї конечність добровільної праці 
жінок для українського життя 
в Канаді, й про тяжку дійсність 
третьої хвилі іміграції. 

Тоді танцюристи i народний 
хор "Вітер", диригент Леся По- 
горецька, виконали поему “Con” 
Шевченка ("На панщині пше- 
ницю жала") у формі в'язанки 
вірша, оповідач Нестор Петрів, 
музики (С. Кушнірука, хорова 
обр. М. Гавроньського) й танця. 
Танцюристи в цікавий спосіб 30- 
бразили працю кріпаків на полі, 
а тоді багате й вільне життя що 
приснилося мамі для сина (хо- 
реографи Ташя Орисюк i Мурі 
Гавел). Після цього хор заспівав 


ще дві пісні: "Садок вишневий 
(муз. Я. Степового) i "Реве та 
стогне Дніпр широкий" (обр. А. 
Пашкевича). 

Наші перші поселенці тужили 
за рідними селами так само, як 
Шевченко тужив за своїм селом. 
Уривок "Село? (з поеми "Княж- 
Ha”) в українській, англійській 
i французькій мовах прочита- 
ла учениця 11-ої кляси, Гануся 
Куць. Але навіть найкращий 
переклад не може передати усі 
слова, образи й музичні натяки 
рідної мови. 

Дарія Подільська, учениця 
9-ої кляси, заграла на скрипці, 
при фортепіяні Грина Тарнав- 
ська: "Ой у полі могила" (укр. 
нар. пісня) і "Елегія" пам'яті Т. 
Г. Шевченка (муз. М. Лисенка). 
Тоді Олена Сіваченко, член дра- 
матичного гуртка "Сузір'я" при 
УНО прочитала уривок з поеми 
"Наймичка", що показує образ 
материнської любови до сина. 

Підчас слідуючої точки, "Не- 
вмирущий дух Шевченка" ви- 
світлено 3 образи на екрані. На 
першому образі різні видання 
"Кобзара". Ведуча пояснила, що 
поява "Кобзара"найважніша подія 
в історії відродження України, і що 
Шевченко одинокий, хто об'єднує 
всю українську діяспору в світі з 
рідним народом України. Сказав 
письменник Олесь Гончар, що 
Шевченко нам нагадує, що ми усі 
діти однієї матері, деб ми не жили. 
На другому образі є обличчя Сер- 
гія Нігояна у парку Небесної Сотні 
у Києві ("Новий шлях?, 16 липня 
2015). Ліля Пантелюк пригадала 
усім, як панував дух Шевченка на 
Майдані. На третім образі портрет 
Шевченка з образів з Майдану 
("Новий шлях), 12 березня 2015). 
Ведуча прочитала влучний вірш 
Світлани Александрової "Живу я у 
своїй країні". 

Слідкувало зворушливе корот- 
ке відео: "Поклін Шевченкові 
у воєнних районах". При ватрі 
вночі, член батальйону добро- 
вольців у селі Піски близько До- 
нецького летовища Іван Вороти- 
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вав Шевченка 


ФОТО -- МАЙКЛ БЕЛЛ 


ФОТО -- МАРКО ЛЕВИЦЬКИЙ 


гори: Танцюристи ансамблю "Вітер" виконують поему "Сон". Внизу: Хор "Верховина" 


ленко з Едмонтону читає вірш 
Шевченка "За байраком байрак". 
Другий вірш “I золотої й доро- 
гої" деклямує чоловік під псев- 


Хриєтдб Boexpee! 


Greetings to our Ukrainian community 


on celebrating the 


A п ту 
с, 


Resurrection 


of Christ! 


v.smhg.ca 


донімом "Апостол?. 

На кінець програми хор "Вер- 
ховина?, диригент Орест Con- 
тикевич, заспівав пісню "Думи 
мої" (обр. Є. Козака) у якій Шев- 
ченко просить земляків прийня- 
ти його слова, 1 "Гопак" з поеми 
"Чернець" (муз. А. Коломійця). 
Ця поема вірно описує, як старі 
Запорожці прощалися зі своїми 
братами Запорожцями нім всту- 


пали до монастиря, а цей козак 
танцював і співав аж до брами 
Межигірського монастиря. 

Заключне слово виголосила 
голова Українського Музично- 
го Товариства Альберти Люба 
Бойко-Белл, подякувала усім ви- 
конавцям, організаторам концер- 
ту й публіці. Спільним співом 
державного славня України за- 
кінчили концерт. 


Королева Єлизавета відповіла 
українській співачці 


(Радіо Свобода) - 
Українська співачка 
Діана Месс отри- 
мала відповідь від 
королеви Великої 
Британії Єлизавети 
П. Про це українка 
написала своїй 
сторінці y Facebook. 

«Нарешті 
римала лист 3 


Букінгемського 


на 


OT- 


алацу. Єлизавета II відповіла 
не відр прохання про 
підтримку «World Sup- 


port Ukraine» вж 


Ha 


ra, 1 пообіцяла зробити 
яв пісні - «Feel our 
гі Ukraine» - по- 


підтримати 
надихає 
, писати нові пісню, 
альбом Vse.svit, а 


наших волонтерів не здаватися!» 


Діана Mecc 


- зазначила Діана Месс. 


Раніше Діана  Месс, aka 
брала участь британсь- 
кому відбірковому гурі 


«Євробачення-2016», написала 
листа до королеви з проханням 
підтримати її пісню «World Sup- 
port Ukraine». Однак перемогу у 
національному конкурсі отримав 
ayer Joe and Jake. 

Пісня «World Support Ukraine» 
(Russians Go Home) вже набра- 
ла в YouTube близько 270 тисяч 
переглядів. 
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Dr. Artem Luhovy re-elected 


(UNF Montreal )}—UNF 
Montreal’s Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) was held March 
20, 2016, re-electing for 2016-2017 
Dr. Artem Luhovy, as president. 

Attending the Montreal AGM 
was national UNF president, Taras 
Pidzamecky, who chaired the 
proceedings. 

This year, branches of UNF 
across Canada scheduled their 
AGMs abiding by the new UNF 
constitution adopted at the 38th 
national Convention held in 
Winnipeg. 

Montreal’s AGM was officially 
opened by President Dr. Luhovy 
who welcomed all members 
and guests present. Most senior 
member was M. Wysoczansky 
representing “Strilt’ska Hromada”. 
Many of the new members, as 
youth, were members of the then 
flourishing dance, theatre or choir 
groups or had parents active in 
the organization. A revival of the 
branch was evident. 

The president prepared a keynote 
presentation detailing the past 
year’s work coordinated by him 
with his outgoing executive. Some 
of the activities highlighted by Dr. 
Luhovy included sending delegates 
to the UNF national convention 
held in Winnipeg in October 2015, 
participating in the Paul Yuzyk 

Institute for Youth Leadership 


Networking event in Ottawa, 
hosting the Ukrainian-Jewish 
Encounter exhibit | supported 


by James Termerty, supporting 
the McGill Ukrainian Students’ 
Association and their outstanding 
initiative and fundraising event 
for the Canadian medical mission 
in Ukraine, providing support for 
and participation in the two-day 
bus excursion visiting the award- 
winning Spirit Lake Internment 
Centre/museum in northern 
Quebec, the continued efforts in 
organizing the branch library and 
archives which includes many 
early publications donated by 
Prosvita-Verdun dating from the 
beginning of the 20th century, 
supporting UCC-Montreal 
events, establishing meetings of a 
“literatumyj hurtok” providing a 
regular forum to discuss various 
aspects of Ukrainian literature, 


PHOTO — MML INC. 
Re-elected UNF-Montreal president, Dr. Artem Luhovy (left) with UNF 
National president Taras Pidzamecky. 


and more. The president thanked 
his hard working executive. The 
financial report was presented by 
treasurer Adrian Kowryha. Andrij 
Hovorun presented the UCC- 
Montreal delegate report and an 
OYK report was presented by 
newly elected president Natalia 
Shulga for outgoing president 
Natalia Kisil. 

At times the meeting taxed 
the patience of most members. 
As occurred at last year’s AGM, 
individual members tried to disrupt 
the beginning of the meeting 
with inappropriate —_ behavior. 
One member stubbornly ignored 
requests by the chair to stop 
filming, resulting in the priests that 
were present and others repeatedly 
requesting that he discontinue, 
even айег a motion to stop filming 
was passed by the AGM. After 
creating forty minutes of chaos, 
the member left. This was later 
followed by a lengthy reading of 
the secretary’s 2015 AGM minutes. 
For nine months prior to the AGM, 
she refused to make any edits to the 
2015 AGM minutes, which were 
chaired by National Executive 
Member Slawko Borys. Due to a 
multitude of inaccuracies in her 
reporting, which was interspersed 
by her personal commentary, a 
major amendment to the report was 
presented and ап overwhelming 
majority passed the _ revised 
minutes. 

In his closing remarks, President 
Dr. Artem Luhovy, maintaining 
his composure, shared his vision 


for the future and emphasized 
that the Montreal UNF branch 
must continue to revive and build 
on the positive foundations the 
branch stands for. He stressed the 
need to strengthen the work of the 
branch and the community at large, 
to continue to be inclusive and 
reaffirmed his willingness to work 
together with all well-intentioned 
members. Flowers were presented 
to Orysia Korol and a big thank 
you given to Evhen Struminsky, 
for their volunteer work caring 
for the hall and managing rentals. 
The president reminded members 
of the two active Quebec branches 
that once existed from the 1930’s 
in Rouyn-Noranda and Val D’or 
where descendants still live, and 
pointed out the historic importance 
of the Montreal building, which 
became even more famous with a 
scene in the recent Oscar nominated 
movie “Brooklyn,” filmed in the 
hall where the AGM was held. 
This was followed by remarks 
from national UNF president Taras 
Pidzamecky. The AGM concluded 
with sandwiches prepared Бу 
Montreal’s Zhytynsky Deli and a 
coffee reception, with ideas shared 
for the future. 

The new expanded executive for 
2015-16 includes Evhen Osidacz, 
Adrian Volodymyr 
Zelenko, Yaroslaw Holowko, 
Andrij Hovorun, Anastasia Kyva, 
Rostyslav Nemtsev, and Katrusia 
Smolynec. Several working 
committees were formed including 


Kowryha, 


the archive preservation committee. 


Putin kissing Wilders poster banned by Dutch Rail 


(Newsweek)}—Posters showing 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Dutch right-wing leader Geert 
Wilders kissing have been banned 
from railway stations and bus shel- 
ters in the Netherlands, Dutch pub- 
lic broadcaster NOS reports. 

According to NOS, the posters, 
designed by the youth wing of the 
Netherlands’ Labour Party and 
which show Wilders and Putin in a 
tender moment, were due to appear 
across the country in public trans- 
portation hubs. 

The poster campaign comes in 
the lead up to a referendum in the 
country in Аргії on strengthening 
Ukraine’s ties with the EU. Wil- 
ders and other eurosceptics have 
opposed the agreement arguing 
that the deal has been forced on the 

Dutch people by Brussels. 

Accusing Wilders of siding with 


Putin, the Netherlands’ Young So- 
cialists group commissioned the 
posters with the two kissing. The 
caption above wams of “this love 
affair” and that “only losers” would 
back the Ukraine deal in the Арпі 6 
referendum. 

The Dutch railway authority NS 
said on March 21 it would not put 
the posters up, considering them 
too provocative. 

“We view the advertising spaces 
as public spaces, where everyone 
ought to feel as though they are 
at home and not feel insulted.” a 
spokesperson for NS said, adding 
that an agreement to put up differ- 
ent posters has been reached with 
the Young Sociali 

Exterion, th 
responsible fi 
has instead d 
alternative. In it. 


оо 
AA 


tin embrace one another with the 
Dutchman affectionately patting 
Putin’s head. 

Young Socialists chairman Bart 
van Bruggen accused NS of valuing 
“the wellbeing of the KGB above 
freedom of speech.” The group are 
currently preparing a third poster, 
featuring Putin coloring in a map of 
Europe with a red pencil. Russia is 
entirely red and a magnifying glass 
shows he has already scribbled on 
east Ukraine and Crimea. 

“Don’t let Putin finish his color- 
ing in,” a caption reads, according 
to ima 


хе5 of the poster on social 


ск 
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UCC calls for 
president of UNF-Montreal |Magnitsky legislation 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) calls on 
the Government of Canada to swiftly adopt a “Magnitsky Amendment” 


to the Special Economic Measures Act. 


The United States adopted the Magnitsky Act in 2012. Magnitsky 
legislation is named after the late Sergei Magnitsky, a Russian lawyer 
and fraud investigator who uncovered evidence of a major theft of tax 
money by government officials — but was then arrested for it himself, 
imprisoned, tortured and left to languish for 358 days before he died in 


jail at age 37. 


А “Magnitsky Amendment” to the Special Economic Measures Act 
would allow the Government of Canada to directly target human rights 
abusers in Russia by instituting travel bans and asset freezes against 


them. 


Zhanna Nemtsova, daughter of murdered Russian opposition leader 
Boris Nemtsoy; Vladimir Kara-Murza, deputy leader of the People’s 
Freedom Party, national coordinator of the Open Russia Movement and 
a long-time colleague of Boris Nemtsoy; and Bill Browder, Head of the 
Global Magnitsky Justice Campaign and CEO of Hermitage Capital, 
were in Ottawa recently to testify before the Senate and House Standing 
Committees on Foreign Affairs and International Development, urging 
Canada to adopt Magnitsky legislation. At least 20 Ukrainian citizens 
are currently illegally detained by Russia — including Nadiya Savchenko, 
Oleg Sentsov, Oleksander Kolchenko, Stanislav Klikh, Mykola Karpyuk, 
and Akhtem Chiygoz. By continuing these illegal detentions Putin’s au- 
thoritarian Russian regime has consistently demonstrated its contempt 
for international law, and international human rights standards. 

Prior to the 2015 Federal Election, the UCC surveyed Canada’s party 
leaders and asked about the adoption of Magnitsky legislation against 
Russian officials responsible for the illegal imprisonment of Ukrainian 
citizens; the adoption of such legislation broad cross-party support from 
Canada’s four major parties. The Liberal Party of Canada stated, “The 
Liberal Party of Canada believes that, by imposing sanctions, we can 
impose meaningful penalties on human rights violators and deter future 
violations. A Liberal government will introduce legislation, modelled on 
US Magnitsky legislation, to impose sanctions against Russian officials 
responsible for the illegal imprisonment in Russia of Ukrainian citizens 
Nadiya Savchenko, Oleh Sentsoy, Oleksandr Kolchenko and others.” 

“The swift adoption of Magnitsky legislation will allow Canada to ef- 
fectively target those responsible for widespread human rights abuses in 
Russia, including Russian authorities who continue to illegally imprison 
Ukrainian citizens such as Nadiya Savchenko and many others,” stated 
Paul Grod, National President of the UCC. “This legislation would send a 
strong signal to the Russian authorities that their brutal violation of basic 


rights and freedoms is unacceptable to Canada.” 


Writing in the Globe and Mail, Kara-Murza stated, “For all the simi- 
larities between the Soviet era and present-day Russia, there is one major 
difference. While members of the Soviet Politburo were silencing dissent 
and persecuting opponents, they did not store their money, educate their 
children or buy real estate in the West. Many of the current officials and 
Kremlin-connected oligarchs do. This double standard must end. Those 
who trample on the most basic norms of the free world should not enjoy 
the privileges the free world has to offer. It is time for Canada to lead, 
as Mr. Nemtsov had urged. It is time to end the impunity for those who 
abuse the rights and plunder the resources of Russian citizens.” 
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вісткою з 


рідними i приятелями, що 28 
лютого 2016 року, в Едмонтоні, 
з волі Всевишнього, відійшов 
у вічність, на 99 році життя, 
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В 40-y річницю смерті бл. 
п. о. Констанина Стангрета 


Одинадцятого квітня ц.р. спов- 
нюються 40 років з дня смерті 
бл. п. о. Констанина Стангрета. 
Годиться згадати його теплими 
словами, що на них він собі за- 
служив своєю ревною працею 
Христового священика.  На- 
родився о. Констянтин в селі 
Дубенка Бучацького 0 району 
в Західній Україні, 16 червня 
1907 р. в родині Івана та Кате- 
рини Стангрет, де було п'ятеро 
дітей. Коли у 1915 р. московські 
війська зайняли Галичину, діти 
втратила своїх люблячих батьків 
і залишилися круглими сирота- 
ми. Через Боже провидіння Се- 
стри Служебниці заопікувалися 
малятами. 

Маючи 12 років, Констянтин 
дістався до Станіславова (Івано- 
Франківськ), де він почав науку в 
українській гімназії, закінчивши 
студії матурою в 1928 р. Тому, 
що ще змалку було його мрією 
стати священиком, молодий Кон- 
стянтин вписався до Української 
Львівської Семінарії, щоб у 
Богословській Академії під про- 
водом отця ректора св. п. Йосифа 
Сліпого приготовлятися до ду- 
ховного сану. Богословські студії 


Констянтин закінчив у 1936 
р. але через обставини Другої 
Світової Війни одержав єрейські 
свячення аж 25 травня 1942 р. 
з рук Преосвященного Никити 
Будки. 

Покійний одружився з Теклею 
Дейдей 5 травня 1937 р. Коли у 
вересні 1939 р. більшовики зай- 
няли Галичину, покійний з дру- 
жиною і донею Любою виїхав 
до Німеччини. Там народилася 
друга доня Оксана. Під час війни 
о. Стангрет був призначений 


служити між українцями, котрі 
були вивезені до Німеччини на 
примусові роботи. Пізніше по 
війні жив з родиною в таборі 
переміщених осіб в Годенав і 
душпастирював,  обслуговую- 
чи українських екитальців в 
таборах в Нортгаїм, Гетінгем i 
Бравншавайг. 

У 1951 р. за старанням бл. 

п. Владики Ніла Сававрина о. 
Стангрет прибув з родиною до 
Канади, осівши у містечку Кар- 
вел, Альберта, а у 1957 р. на 
доручення Владики перенісся 
на  душпастирську (працю в 
парафіяльній | окрузі | Виль- 
на. В Квітну Неділю 11 квітня 
1976 р. під час Великодної св. 
Сповіді парафіян постигла його 
ненадійна смерть - атак серце- 
вий. До останнього дня свого 
життя о. Константин служив 
з великою посвятою Богові та 
Українському народові. 
Діти, внуки, а тепер уже і прав- 
нуки кожної річниці смерті бл. 
п. 0. Константина згадують його 
теплими словами як доброго, 
дбайливого та все веселого бать- 
ка та дідуся. 

Вічна Йому Пам'ять! 


Танюк відкрив для України Миколу 
Куліша 1 Леся Курбаса — Драч 


Михайло Штекель, 
Радіо Свобода 

Київ попрощався із письмен- 
ником та режисером Лесем Та- 
нюком. Церемонія відбулася в 
клубі Кабінету міністрів України. 
Віддати останню шану одному 
з українських шістдесятників 
приїхали 1 політики, і колеги. 
Провести його в останню путь 
приїхав i президент України, і 
шістдесятник Іван Драч, i інші 
колеги по правозахисному руху. 

Прощання із публіцистом 1 
громадським діячем Лесем Та- 
нюком, який помер 19 березня, 
відбувалося урочисто, кожні 15 
хвилин біля труни видатного 
культурного і політичного діяча 
мінялася почесна варта. Поряд 
лежали нагороди, зокрема, ор- 
ден імені Василя Стуса, отри- 
маний ним у 2002 році, і орден 
князя Ярослава Мудрого, який 
йому вручив президент України 
Віктор Ющенко в 2005 році. 

Провести його в останню путь 
прийшли ті, для кого має значен- 
ня не його політична кар'єра, а 
його мистецькі досягнення. Як 
пригадує поет-шістдесятник 
Іван Драч, після повернення Та- 


нюка до Києва з Москви, де він 
прожив майже 20 років, Танюк 
поринув у політичну діяльність 
-- це був перший рік 


розігнали, 


через 


Київ 


й як людина, яка ут 
х великих 
сім Миколу Ку 


ПІСЛЯМОВУ — 


ДІЯ 


передмову, У 
це грандіозне видання Миколи 
Куліша. I він же все зробив 2: 

того, щоб Лесь Курбас повно- 
метражно засвітився у нашій 
культурі. Тому він 1 Лесь Танюк, 


Лесь Танюк 


а не Олександр Танюк», - гово- 


рить Драч. 
Поет також наголосив, що 
завдяки зусиллям Танюка 


з'явилися українські переклади 
гаких світових письменників, 
як Вільям Шекспір, Мольєр, 
Рабіндранат Тагор та інші. Лесь 
Танюк перекладав з 9 мов, гово- 
рять його знайомі. 

«Коли в нас якась біда в Україні 
є зараз, то це біда з політикою, а 
не біда з літературою чи не біда 
з культурою. Це неймовірний 


чоловік, потужний чоловік, гли- 
бокий чоловік, легендарний 
рогий Лесику, доро- 
, спочивай!», - сказав 

д час прощання. 
часів незалежної України 


Танюк був народним 
від 1990-го до 2007 року), поки 
ийшов із партії Народний рух 
України. Наприкінці радянських 
часів режисер активно займав- 
ся громадською діяльністю. Як 
пригадує народний депутат Ми- 
кола Княжицький, для Танюка 
існувала навіть усна заборона 
перебувати в головному корпусі 
університету Шевченка. Тому 
зустрічі відбувалися в парку на- 
впроти. 
«Ми з 


депутатом 


Лесем  Степанови- 


чем познайомились у 1988- 
му чи 1989 році. Я навчався 
на факультеті | журналістики 
Київського університету, 1 ми 
разом із ним створювали перші 
осередки Народного руху 1 
«Меморіалу». Говорили | про 
дуже багато цікавих речей. Він 
для нас відкривав зовсім іншу 
Україну, європейську, як зараз 
багато говорять», - розповідає 
Княжицький. 

Народний депутат пригадує, 
що саме завдяки Танюку студен- 
ти познайомились із українським 
геатром 1 національною історією. 
Він робив усе, щоб Україна стала 
європейською країною, наголо- 
сив Княжицький. Зараз політик 
працює в тому ж парламентсь- 
кому комітеті, в якому працював 
i Танюк - з питань культури 1 
духовності. 

Попрошатися з Танюком при- 
йшли й інші політики: народ- 
ний депутат Степан Кубів, який 
першим повідомив про смерть 
Леся Танюка, міністр культури 
України В'ячеслав Кириленко, 
президент України Петро По- 
рошенко i віце-спікер Верховної 
Ради Андрій Парубій. 

«Для мене особисто і для 
мільйонів українців Га- 
нюк став символом відродження 
України, символом  встанов- 
лення нової української дер- 
жави. Величезною мірою йому 
гим, шо маємо 


Лесь 


ми завдячуємо 
сьогодні цей стяг 1 тризуб», 
явив Парубій. 

Лесь Танюк народився в 1938 
році на Київшині. За життя зро- 
бив близько 600 публікацій 1 
поставив понад 50 театральних 
вистав. У 1995 році отримав 
звання заслуженого діяча ми- 
стецтв, а в 2008 році - народного 
артиста України. Був засновни- 
ком всєукраїнського товариства 
«Меморіал». Його поховали 
на Байковому кладовищі після 
відспівування у Володимирсько- 
му соборі. 


за- 
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Yurij Petlura — In 
Memoriam (1986-2015) 


On Tuesday, April 21, 2015, in 
his 29th year of life, Yurij Petlura 
fell asleep in the Lord in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. 

Yurij was born on April 23, 
1986 in Hamilton, the first child of 
Volodymyr and Luba Petlura. He 
was the grandson of Oleksander 
Petlura (younger brother of Otaman 
Symon Petlura and colonel in the 
army of the Ukrainian People’s 
Republic), and also descended 
from the aristocratic lineage of the 
Vitkovytsky family (on his paternal 
grandmother’s side), as wellas from 
the Ukrainian patriotic families of 
Maksym and Iwaneczko. 

Yurij was christened in St. 
Viadimir Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral in Hamilton, where he 
later became an altar boy, sang 
in the church choir, and attended 
Ukrainian School. He completed 
his Ukrainian High School 
Matriculation at the Ukrainian 
Youth Association (CYM) in 
Hamilton. He attended Holy Spirit 
Elementary School, then Orchard 
Park Secondary School, then 
McMaster University where he 
obtained two Honour Degrees, one 
in Physics and one in Music. After 
that, Yurij obtained a Teaching 
Certificate from OISE (Ontario 
Institute of Secondary Education). 

From his early years Yurij was 

active in both church and Ukrainian 
community cultural activities. As a 
young boy he was a member of the 
Hryhory Kytasty Youth Bandura 
Chorus, Toronto, under the 
direction of Victor Mishalow. With 
the establishment in 2001 of the 
Canadian Bandurist Capella(CBC), 
Yurij became its concertmaster. 
When, in 2013, Andrij Dmytrovych 
became the new artistic director/ 
conductor, he proposed Yurij for 
the role of assistant conductor. This 
collaboration proved to be very 
fruitful for the capella. During the 
last two years of his short life Yurij 
joined the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus (UBC), in the United States, 
where he played the bandura and 
also held the position of assistant 
conductor. A great honour, іп 
his memory, was bestowed upon 
Yurij when the UBC accepted 
him, posthumously, into — their 
brotherhood. In every area of his 
life Yurij conducted himself with 
the utmost integrity and respect 
for all. Being a perfectionist Yurij 
set high standards for himself and 
was dedicated to the advancement 
of Ukrainian culture and histor 
through the bandura. 

In 1999 during a month-long 
family trip to Ukraine, Yurij spent 
time in Lviv with extended family, 
visited other family in the village 
of Vovehe near the Carpathian 
Mountains, and spent a few days 
in Kyiv. This experience enriched 
and strengthened his understanding 
of Ukraine’s history and culture as 
well as his family roots. In 2012 
he again traveled to Ukraine as an 
election observer with CANADEM, 
sent to the Donetsk area, for the 


parliamentary elections. 

In the year 2000 Yurij began 
recording solo instrumental 
bandura pieces in a make-shift 
studio in the family basement. With 
the help of his brother Oleksander, 
also a member of the Canadian 
Bandurist Capella and now a 
sound engineer, the CD came to 
fruition in 2005. The CD consists 
of eight unique interpretations 
of both Ukrainian and classical 
pieces played on the Lviv and 
Chernihiv banduras. Two pieces — 
“Breath of the Ukrainian Steppes” 
and “Carpathian Rhapsody” are 
original arrangements by Yurij. 

From 2004 to 2011 Yurij was 
an instructor at the “Kobzarska 
Sich” bandura camp in Emlenton, 
Pennsylvania, USA. The three 
years from 2012 to 2014 Yurij, 
along with Oleh Sozansky from 
Lviv, Ukraine, became co-directors 
of the camp. From 2010 to 2014 
Yurij also organized and ran the 
bandura and song summer camps 
at ODUM “Ukraina” Country 
Club in London, Ontario. Yurij, 
besides being a talented musician, 
was also a very gifted pedagogue. 
Patience, respect for the student 
and individualized approach to 
instruction eared Yurij the respect 
and love of his students. The camp 
grew in numbers yearly and, at the 
2015 camp, was renamed in Yurij’s 
honour. 

Due to the ongoing difficulties of 
obtaining teaching employment in 
Canada, Yurij continued providing 
private lessons in piano, bandura 
and physics tutoring. After a 
couple of years he accepted a 
temporary position teaching 
Physics in London, England at 
Harris Westminster Sixth Form, 
a newly opened school for high- 
academic students. 
Although it was a very stressful 
Situation Yurij, nevertheless, 
successfully completed two terms, 
from September 2014 to end of 
March 2015. 

Yunj was deeply religious and 
an outstanding human being, a 
role model of kindness, humility, 
generosity, compassion and 
honesty. He loved the tranquility 
of nature. He enjoyed the peace, 
love and warmth of family life, 
particularly spending fun times 
with his siblings. He was a 
loving, caring son and grandson, 


low-income 


and especially looked forward to 
visiting his God-children Maksym 
Dmytrovych and Ksenia Yuzkiw 
on their birthdays and holidays. 
Yurij made a difference in his short 
time on this earth. He lefi a lasting 
legacy among all with whom he 
came into contact, evidenced by the 
hundreds of tributes from around 
the world, along with memorials 
and awards in his name. 

The Funeral Rite on Monday, 
April 27, 2015 was held at 
St. Vladimir Cathedral with 
overflowing capacity. It was co- 
celebrated by Rt. Rev. Mitred 
Archpriest Wasyl Makarenko, 
Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Dr. 
Jaroslaw Buciora, and Rt. Rev. 
Protopresbyter Bohdan  Sencio. 
The choir, conducted by Oksana 
Sushko, consisted of church choir 
members along with members 
of both bandura capellas. One 
panakhyda was held on Saturday, 
April 25 at Markey-Dermody 
Funeral Home, while the second 
panakhyda was held on Sunday in 
the church, where Yurij’s body then 
lay overnight with a vigil held by 
family and close friends until the 
funeral on Monday. Panakhydas 
were also held in Ukraine organized 
by family and friends. Internment 
took place at St. Volodymyr 
Cemetery in Oakville, ON. Yurij 
is resting next to his grandmother 
Irene Petlura. On Saturday, May 30, 
2015 at St. Volodymyr Cathedral in 
Toronto a 40th-day panakhyda was 
held, co-celebrated by His Grace 
Bishop Andrij, Acting-Bishop of 
the Eastern Eparchy and Rt. Rev. 
Protopresbyter Bohdan Sencio. 

The family of blessed memory 
Yurij extends their sincere gratitude 
to all clergy for their attendance and 
prayers, as well as to family, friends, 
colleagues, and students for their 
expressions of sympathy, prayers, 
flowers and generous donations to 
the Canadian Bandurist Capella 
(CBC), Ukrainian Social Services 
Hamilton, and St. Vladimir 
Cathedral in Hamilton. A special 
thank you is extended to Volodymyr 
Chewchuk, president of the CBC, 
who was the master of ceremonies 
at the luncheon following the 
funeral, as well as to all who shared 
memories and kind words about 
Yurij. A sincere thank you also goes 
out to Oleh Mahlay, conductor of 
the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus for 
his tribute at Sunday’s panakhyda 
where he spoke of Yurij’s amazing 
personality, his positive influence, 
his potential, and expressed 
profound sadness at the loss of 
such an exceptional musician and 
wonderful person. 

Left to mourn and to pray for 
Yurij’s eternal memory are his 
parents Luba and Volodymyr, 
brother Oleksander, sister 
Christina, grandmother Pelagia 
Maksym, Uncle Orest Maksym 
with family, extended family in 
Canada, America and Ukraine, as 
well as countless friends. Yurij was 
a pure and gentle soul with a heart 
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Orthodox priests stand next to a coffin containing the body 


of 
investigative journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, who was killed in 2000, 
during a funeral ceremony in Kyiv on March 22. 


Body of Gongadze 
finally buried 


By Anna Shamanska and Tetiana Yakubovych 

(RFE/RL)—The body of Ukrainian journalist Heorhiy Gongadze has 
been buried in Kyiv, nearly 16 years after his killing, but family and 
friends say their fight for justice is not over. 

Gongadze, a dogged investigative reporter who exposed high-level 
political corruption, was kidnapped in September 2000. His headless 
body was found that November in a forest outside the Ukrainian 
capital. 

After years in a morgue, his body was buried on March 22 on the 
grounds of a Kyiv church. His widow, Myroslava, the head of VOA’s 
Ukrainian Service, and two daughters, Solomia and Nana, flew in from 
Washington to attend the ceremony. 

Gongadze’s relatives “feel relieved that Heorhiy’s body has been 
buried with the dignity every person deserves,” according to a statement 
from the family that was read at the funeral by a friend of Gongadze’s, 
journalist Yevhen Hlibovytskyy. 

“Whoever contracted his murder must sooner or later be convicted by 
law,” the statement read. “The rule of law is the path to establish justice 
in society. Freedom of speech and democracy in Ukraine will be the best 
memory of Heorhiy.” 

Friends of Gongadze emphasized in interviews with RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service that the investigation into his killing — which is 
widely believed to have been a contract murder — should continue until 
whoever was behind it is prosecuted and punished. 

Leonid Kuchma, who was president from July 1994 to January 2005, 
came under suspicion after the publication of a tape on which a voice 
that sounded like his spoke of the need to “deal with” Gongadze. 

Prosecutors charged Kuchma with involvement in the case in 2011, 
but a court dropped the charges later that year. 

In 2008, three former police officers were sentenced to lengthy prison 
terms after being convicted of involvement in the killing. In 2012, 
former top police official General Oleksiy Pukach received life in prison 
after being convicted of strangling Gongadze to death. 

Yehor Checherynda, a journalist and former colleague of Gongadze’s, 
said that Kuchma had been Gongadze’s “enemy number one.” 

Much of the slain journalist’s investigative work dealt with Kuchma 
and his inner circle. 

“(Kuchma was] the enemy of the press, the enemy of all non-liberties 
in Ukraine. It’s a shame, I think, that now this person represents Ukraine 
in some international organizations,” Checherynda said. 

Many people present at the ceremony expressed hope that justice will 
prevail. 

Viktoria Syumar, head of the Committee on Freedom of Speech and 
Information Policy in Ukraine’s parliament, said that Ukraine would not 
change unless the country finds out everything about his murder. 

“| think it’s a matter of honor for young politicians and those politicians 
who came to power on the wave of the Revolution of Dignity to conduct 
objective investigations...so society can finally see those who are guilty 
behind bars,” she said. 

Many Ukrainians refer to the pro-Western protests that pushed 
Russia-friendly President Viktor Yanukovych from power in 2014 as 
the Revolution of Dignity. 

Rostyslav Pavlenko, deputy head of President Petro Poroshenko’s 
administration, also said it is crucial to get to the bottom of Gongadze’s 
killing. 

“A case like this has no expiration date, and society must know the 
answers,” he said, adding that “the government will do everything it 

takes for it to happen.” 

Gongadze’s mother, Lesya Gongadze, fought for answers until her 
death in November 2013. She did not believe that the body in the 


morgue was her son’s. 


By John Pidkowich 

At this time of awards season, only 
one is distinguished by encouraging 
Canadian writers to explore Ukrain- 
jan Canadian themes and praise the 
literary arts in Canada. The Ukrain- 
jan and Canadian literary commun- 
ity celebrated the 2016 Kobzar Lit- 
erary Award at the Award Ceremony 
and Dinner on March 2 at the Palais 
Royale Ballroom located on Toron- 
to’s lakeshore. The $25,000 Kobzar 
Literary Award was founded in 2003 
and presented biennially since 2006 
by the Ukrainian Canadian Founda- 
tion of Taras Shevchenko. The sold- 
out gala event certainly presented 
patrons with an atmosphere, decor 
and dinner reflective of a glittering 
awards evening and, most signifi- 
cantly, a sophisticated programme 
of multi-staged crafted presentations 
and author finalists reading their 
high calibre literary works. 

Some 260 attendees enthusias- 
tically welcomed the five finalists 
whose work was short-listed for 
the 2016 Kobzar Literary Award: 
1) Grant Buday (fiction novel), The 
Delusionist, Anvil Press, Vancou- 
ver, 2014; 2) Orest T. Martynowych 
(non-fiction historical biography), 
The Showman and the Ukrainian 
Cause: Folk Dance, Film, and the 
Life of Vasile Avramenko, Uni- 
versity of Manitoba Press, Win- 
nipeg, 2014; 3) Maurice Mierau 
(memoir), Detachment: An Adop- 
tion Memoir, Freehand Books, 
Calgary, 2014; 4) Marsha Forchuk 
Skrypuch (fiction, novel for young 
readers), Underground — Soldier, 
Scholastic Canada Ltd., Toronto, 
2014; and 5) Stacey Zembrzycki 
(non-fiction), According to Baba: 
A Collaborative Oral History of 
Sudbury’s Ukrainian Community, 
UBC Press, Vancouver, 2014. 

Once guests had taken their seats 
айег a lively cocktail reception of 
networking and socializing, Master 
of Ceremonies actor and producer 
Fred Keating began a dynamic award 
evening programme with his wel- 
come walk amongst the tables while 
making introductions of notable 
guests, greeting some to say “hello” 
such as actor comedienne Luba Goy, 
and 12-year old Olivia Reid, a prom- 
ising young story writer inspired by 
fantasies. The pace of the evening 
proceeded with an upbeat tempo 
provided by musicians Alexander 
(Sasha) Boychouk on keyboard and 

saxophone, Alexei Severinets on 
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Mierau wins 2016 Kobzar Literary Award 


Biennial award showcases books on Ukrainian themes in Canadian literature 
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2016 Kobzar Literary Award finalists (I. to r.): Maurice Mierau; Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch; Grant Buday; 
Stacey Zembrzycki; and Orest T. Martynowych 


guitar, and Vinnie Venkov on bass, 
who as a trio also played enjoyable 
musical interludes as dinner enter- 
tainment. For the past five Kobzar 
awardings, in-house gourmet chef 
Steffan Howard first reads all the 
short-listed works for inspiration 
and then prepares a creative and ex- 
cellent four-course dinner with gar- 
nishes that are a fusion of traditional 
Ukrainian and Canadian food and 
select ingredients, whose recipes are 
punctuated by the current offering of 
Kobzar short-listed books. 

The audience’s attention now 
was directed to the main stage 
with A Tribute to the Kobzar Trad- 
ition presented by Keating and Dr. 
Christine Turkewych, Director of 
Literary Arts at the Shevchenko 
Foundation. A reflective moment 
of respect was paid to Ukrainians 
in their current struggle for dig- 
nity, assertion of identity and will 
for peace in war weary Ukraine 
fighting Russian aggression. Rel- 
evant today, Ukraine’s bard Taras 
Shevchenko published in 1840 his 
eight volumes of poems collect- 
ively titled Kobzar that sparked the 
passions of the Ukrainian nation, 
and inspired generations of writ- 
ers and readers. In this symbolic 
context and as a strong gesture of 
unity with the Ukrainian people, it 


is only appropriate that the Kobzar 
Literary Award Ceremony be held 
during the month in which Taras 
Shevchenko was born (March 9, 
1814) and died (March 10, 1861). 
Between dinner courses, Dr. 
Turkewych introduced the 2016 
Kobzar finalists and highlighted 
their accomplishments as writers 
and their multiple awards. Each 
finalist presented from one of two 
mid-room platforms. They spoke 
personally, shared their motivations 
to write the narrative and read pas- 
sages from their short-listed book. 
In such close proximity, everyone 
listened to the author’s story in his/ 
her own voice which firmly con- 
nected with a captivated audience 
to read their book in its entirety. 
Without the formality of speech- 
es, a warm “hola” welcome was 


extended by Alla Shklar, Chair of 


the Kobzar Literary Award Cere- 
mony Committee who extolled the 
dedicated work offered by com- 
mittee members — “literati with 
white roses”: Irene Bilaniuk; Le- 
sia Chudoba; Odarka Chudoba; 
Sonia Нопад; Irene Hordienko; Dr. 
Christina Kowalsky; Win Kuplow- 
sky; Nadia Luciw; Iryna Revutsky; 
Olesia Romanko; Lesia Stefaniw; 
Zenia Turkewych-Miner; Olenka 
Wasley; and Oksana Zakydalsky. 


Latvia blocks Russian Sputnik 
site as Kremlin ‘propaganda tool’ 


(RFE/RL)}—Latvian authorities 
shut down Russia’s pro-Kremlin 
news site Sputnik on March 29, 
calling it a “propaganda tool” and 
drawing an immediate rebuke from 
Moscow. 

Latvia’s local domain registry sus- 
pended Sputmik’s right to hold the 
news site Sputniknews.lv, which was 
established only a few weeks ago to 
reach out to Latvia's large Russian- 
speaking minority with articles in 
Russian and Latvian. 

“We don’t regard Sputnik as a 
credible media source but as some- 
thing else: a propaganda tool,” Lat- 
vian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Raimonds Jansons told AFP. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry called 
the decision “blatant censorship” 


and insisted “the Russian mass 
media adheres to the highest stan- 
dards of professionalism and ethics.” 

Riga “once again, with the tacit 
inaction of leading human nights 
organizations, is ignoring its con- 
vention obligations to ensure media 
pluralism and freedom of speech as 
it continues to target Russian mass 
media in Latvia,” the ministry said. 

Latvia has banned Russian media 
before, having shut down Russian 
state television broadcasts for sev- 
eral months in 2014. 

The Russian Embassy in Latvia 
called the move against Spumik 
“sroundless” and said that Latvia 
had started “an information war.” 

Latvia’s domain registry decided 
to shut the site after receiving a 


letter of concern from the Latvian 
Foreign Ministry, which drew 
attention to Sputnik’s coverage of 
Ukraine and routine denial of the 
embattled nation’s territorial integ- 
rity. 

The ministry questioned whether 
the coverage might constitute a 
breach of European Union sanc- 
tions on Russia, which were шп- 
posed over Moscow’s annexation 
of Crimea in 2014. 

“We wrote pointing our 
opinion that the fact that the head 
of Sputnik, Mr. [Dmitry] Kiselyov 
is on the sanctions list of the Euro- 
pean Union was something that 
needed to be taken into account” 
in deciding whether to register the 
site, Jansons told AFP. 


out 


Greetings were delivered by 
Shevchenko Foundation President 
Andrew Hladyshevsky, Q.C. He 
attributed the great success of the 
Award program and event to the 
tremendous direction given by 
Christine Turkewych at its helm 
and contributions of the ceremony 
committee. Hladyshevsky com- 
mented on the significance of the 
Award in a broader Canadian con- 
text — growth and development of 
the Ukrainian Canadian presence 
in Canada’s literary arts. 

This year, the Shevchenko Board 
of Directors agreed that each short- 
listed finalist will receive $1,500 
in addition to the Kobzar Literary 
Award winner’s $25,000 prize, 
$5,000 of which is to be shared 
with the publisher. Dr. Turkewych 
acknowledged key sponsors the 
Shevchenko Foundation and De- 
lores Y. Buka-Huculak, who was 
commended for her generous dona- 
tion that enabled every family in at- 
tendance to receive a complete set 
of 2016 Kobzar short-listed books. 

In a peer review process, the 
2016 jurors, esteemed authors 
Karen Connelly, Tamas Dobozy 
and 2012 Kobzar Literary Award 
Winner Shandi.Mitchell said they 
were “inspired by the many literary 
works, histories, life stories, and 


documentaries that were entered 
for this prize. We were grateful, as 
well, for the insights they offered 
us into a cultural ап historical 
tradition that were not necessarily 
our own. Throughout the course of 
reading and viewing these works, 
we developed a greater understand- 
ing of and appreciation for Ukrain- 
ian culture and its importance that 
seems especially pressing today.” 

With suspense mounting prior to 
announcing the winner, Connelly 
passionately addressed the selec- 
tion criteria for the winning entry, 
and together with Hladyshevsky 
presented the 2016 Kobzar Liter- 
ary Award to Maurice Mierau for 
his book Detachment: An Adoption 
Memoir, the author’s own narrative 
about being “a removed, detached” 
father of two newly-adopted young 
boys from Ukraine, drawn to his 
own “emotionally distant” Men- 
nonite father, also born in Ukraine, 
and in the process “learning to be- 
come a father and a son”. 

Among special guests present 
at the Award event were Honorary 
Patron Joy Kogawa, C.M.; Antanas 
Sileika, Artistic Director, Humber 
School for Writers; Joe Kertes, 
award winning author; Geoffrey 
E. Taylor, Director and Christine 
Saratsiotis, Associate Director, 
International Festival of Authors 
at Harbourfront Centre; Deborah 
Dundas, Books Editor at The To- 
ronto Star; John Degen, Executive 
Director of the Writers’ Union of 
Canada; Kobzar Writers’ Scholar- 
ship recipients Ulana Snihura and 
Marianne Fedunkiw; film makers 
Orest Sushko and Halya Kuchmiy, 
and Mark Marezyk of Lemon 
Bucket Orkestra, 

Special gratitude was extended 
to the Kobzar Literary Award’s 
key sponsors for their generous 
support: Ihnatowyez Family Foun- 
dation; Temerty Family Founda- 
tion; Huculak Foundation; Nexus; 
Mitchell, Bardyn & Zalucky LLP; 
BCU Foundation; Ukrainian Credit 
Union; Lindisfarne Productions, 
as well as numerous individual 
donors who were recognized in the 
programme booklet. 

For more information about the 
finalists and the content of their short- 
listed book, please visit the web- 
site:;www.kobzarliteraryaward.com. 

A longer version of this article 
appeared in the New Pathway 5 
March 24 Issue. 


Ukraine’s economy plummeted 
by nearly 10 percent in 2015 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s battered economy shrank by 9.9 percent 1n 
2015 due to implosions in the financial sector and consumer demand, the 


state statistics service reported on March 21. 
The stunning fall last year followed a drop of nearly 7 percent in 2014, 
the year Russia annexed Crimea and Ukraine’s war with Russia-backed 


separatists broke out in the east. 
Last year’s 
and insurance activity 


downturn was led by a 27.7 percent plunge in financial 
and a 16.8 percent fall in retail trade, the statistics 


agency said. The general services sector plummeted by 24.4 percent. 
The only sector to grow was health services, which inched ahead by 


2.3 percent. 


Ukrainian consumers have been depressed by the loss of one-third of 
the value of Ukraine’s currency, the hryvnia, against the US. dollar since 


2014. 


Ukraine’s economy has also been hurt by a trade war with Russia, 
formerly its largest market for exports, and a drop in the global price of 


its wheat and stee] exports. 


Despite the economic tailspin, а political crisis has prevented the 
disbursement of critically needed aid from the International Monetary 


Fund. 
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TASTE OF UKRAINE 
RESTAURANT 


516 ST. ALBERT TRAIL, 
ST. ALBERT 
PH. 780-458-5444 
www.tasteofukraine.com 
email: tasteofukraine@telus.net 


restaurant 


Христос Воскрес! 


LIQUOR EXPRESS 


Spirits * wine « beer 


Left to Right: Cyborg Viacheslav Herman, Colonel Ihor Likarenko, MP James Bezan 


Summit held to address aid 
and defence for Ukraine 


terrorist Operational Zone in Don- 


James Boyko 


12727 - 50th Street 
Edmonton, AB T5A 418 
Tel/Fax: 780-473-0957 


12625 - 153 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5X 5X8 
Tel/Fax: 780-473-2155 


(UkrNews)—A Toronto action 
group composed of a panel of ex- 
perts hosted an informational sum- 
mit to address the current political 
crisis in Ukraine and start an inter- 
national dialogue with members of 
the Canadian and Ukrainian gov- 
ernments, and concerned citizens 
at the Ukrainian National Federa- 
tion Hall, March 19. 

The goal of this event, organ- 
ized by the Ukraine-Canada Coali- 


Odesa was represented, and pro- 
posals and projects are being con- 
sidered to help Odesa due to not 
only the medical needs, but the 
political impact that it would have. 

Also, as a result of this summit, 
an education program for a military 
hospital, specifically in Nursing 
and Combat first aid is being dis- 
cussed, he added. 

Featured experts and panelists 
included: Selkirk-Interlake-East- 


man MP James Bezan (Conserva- 
tive Defence Critic), who was hon- 
oured with an award of recognition 
from the defenders of Ukraine; 
Victor Hetmanezuk (Toronto) 
- President & CEO, Canadian- 
Ukrainian Foundation, Executive 
Member of Medical Mission Pro- 
ject, a group responsible for pro- 
viding life-saving operations in 
Ukraine for the victims of internal 
terrorism and war; Dmytro Ichuk 
(Kyiv), who provided an overview 
of volunteer aid; Nazar Volynets 
(Toronto) - Veteran of the Anti- 


tion, was to establish and define the 
roles of the stakeholders in aiding 
Ukraine, including the government 
of Ukraine and foreign govern- 
ments, and to grow private or spon- 
sored projects funded from abroad. 

“Tt was concluded that the di- 
aspora cannot possible aid in all 
aspects regarding Ukraine. We 
needed to be better organized from 
the outset. Overlap, redundancy 
and lack of progress with battling 
corruption are hindering progress,” 
Coalition Chair Dr. Richard Harey- 
chuk told Ukrainian News. 


Clement and Bezan 
condemn Savchenko’s 
sentencing 


(UkrNews)—Tony Clement, the Official Opposition Critic for 
Foreign Affairs, and James Bezan, the Official Opposition Critic for 
National Defence, have condemned Russia’s sentencing of Ukrainian 
pilot Nadiya Savchenko 

“The decision made earlier this week by the Russian court to 
sentence Ist Lt. Nadiya Savchenko to 22 years in prison is appalling. 
Lt. Savchenko is a Ukrainian Air Force pilot who was democratically 
elected to the Rada, Ukraine’s Parliament. She was accused of complicity 
in the murder of two Russian journalists; however Lt. Savchenko was 
captured before the alleged incident ever occurred. This decision should 
not be viewed as a verdict, but rather as a sentence that was forced upon 
the judge by the Kremlin,” they said in a March 23 statement. 

“The illegal capture and detention by Russian forces has been 
criticized by leaders around the world. The charges laid against Lt. 
Savchenko are clearly trumped up; she is being used by the Russian 
regime as a scapegoat in a politically motivated trial. The trial and the 
treatment of Lt. Savchenko clearly demonstrates Russia’s disregard for 
international law, principles of human rights and freedoms, and basic 
morality. 

“Since her capture communities around the world have been gathering 
to demand that Nadiya Savchenko be released from prison 
can rightfully claim her seat in the Rada. There are at | 
Ukrainians being illegally held in Russian | jails. 
international law and release all illegally | 

“The Conservative Party 
Russian Federation release Lt. Save 
that have been imprisoned with out a 
the Government of Canada to hold 


so that she 


20 other 


Russia 
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to increase pressure on Russia for this abu 
Clement and Bezan. 


bas; Viacheslav Herman (Kyiv), a 
“Cyborg”, who defended Donetsk 
Airport in for 47 days; Colonel thor 
Likarenko (Ottawa) - Military, Air 
& Naval Attaché to the Embassy of 
Ukraine, Liz Tkaczyszyn, an RN 
from Toronto, who has experience 
in Canada-Ukraine Foundation 
medical missions to Kyiv; and [hor 
Hladchuk, MD (Odesa) - Physician 
at Odesa Military Hospital. 

«Т am truly honoured to be рге- 
sented with this medal from the 
defenders of Ukraine’s freedom,” 
stated Bezan. “I am humbled for 
the recognition and it proves that 
we must continue to fight on be- 
half these brave Ukrainians who 
are fighting for their freedom, their 
future and their country. It is our 
responsibility to tell Canadians that 
the war is still raging in Ukraine.” 

“Ukrainians have been resilient 
in the face of Putin’s aggression 
fand Russia’s invasion and occupa- 
tion of Crimea and the Donbas,” 
he added. “It is important to have 
these discussions on the future of 
Ukraine. The Conservative Party 
of Canada continues to stand with 
Ukrainians. Ukraine can count 
on Canada. We are allies, we are 
friends. We are family.” 

“We must not stop our efforts 
until they result in the cessation of 
Russian aggression and the rever- 
sal of President Putin’s imperialis- 
tic ambitions in Ukraine and other 
former Soviet states. Putin’s fear- 
mongering and dangerous actions 
are an attempt to enlarge Russia’s 
sphere of influence and blatantly 
disregards international laws and 
undermines world peace,” said 
Bezan. 
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email: liquor-express@hotmail.com 


Apts & Crafts 


May 7th, 2016 from 9:00am - 6:30pm 


Clarke Theatre: Located at the Heritage Park Secondary School 
33700 Prentis Ave Mission, BC 
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Admission: 


Adults & Seniors - 58.00 1924 


Youth (7-18 years) - $5.00 


Inquiries please email: info@bcuct.ca 
Website: www.beucf.ca 


Children (6 and under) - $1.00 


Sponsored by the B.C. Ukrainian Culture! festival Society 
А поа-ргойїт organization 
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Andriy 


Shevchenko 
Ambassador of 
Ukraine to Canada 


Edmonton 
April 16, 2016 

Banquet 

Oasis Center 10930 177 St NW 
Tickets: $100 З 

Cocktails: 6:00 pm | Dinner: 7: 00 pm 

For more information/tickets: 

www.uccab.ca or (780) 414-1624 


Art by Larisa 


In Calgary: Awine & cheese reception with Ambassador Shevchenko and 
UCC President Pavlo Grod be will held on Sunday, April 17, 2016 at the Elks 
Lodge & Golf Course at 7pm. Tickets must be reserved in advance and are 
available until Sunday April 10th for $25 cash/cheque (UCC Calgary). Contact: 


musienko@shaw.ca, or Christya, 403-830-1975 


TICKETS 
from $25! 
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Edmonton 


police officer 


takes expertise to Ukraine 


By Wallis Snowdon, CBC News 

A new force of Ukrainian police offi- 
cers will be better equipped to patrol the 
country’s conflict-ridden eastern border, 
thanks — in part — to Edmonton police 
Sgt. Colleen Mooney. 

Mooney, a firearms instructor with EPS, 
shared her expertise with 50 Ukraine pa- 
trol police members last November. 

The month-long training initiative is 
part of the EPS international deployment 
program, and Mooney was among five 
police members from across Canada to 
take part. 

“It was really incredible. We worked 
really hard. There were some long days,” 
Mooney said during a March 22 inter- 
view on CBC Radio’s Edmonton AM. 

Stationed in Kyiv, Mooney helped 
train a new force of cadets to become 
tactical training officers. 

“The vast majority of them were poli- 
cing in conflict zones across the eastern 
border, so knowing that they were going 
back to that, after getting to know them, 
was difficult for me.” 

In the end, Mooney helped 46 cadets 
graduate from the program. The officers 
— many of whom had only spent four 
months on the job — will now go on to 
serve the entire country. 


“They're basically brand new police officers 
that have been identified as strong leaders dur- 
ing their short tenure with Ukraine patrol police,’ 
Mooney said. “In Edmonton they wouldn’t even 
be out of recruit training yet.” 

Mooney admits there were some challenges. 
Working through an interpreter was daunting, 
and gaining the respect of male recruits, un- 
familiar with seeing a woman in charge, wasn’t 
always eas 

And although the rookie cadets had a lot to 
learn, Mooney said she also gained a lesson in 
gratitude and strength from her students. 

“Although there wasn’t a lot of conflict right 
there (in Kyiv) there is still a lot of pain. That 
country is hurting, the people there are hurting, 
but there’s a lot of resilience there too,” said 
Mooney. “Coming from Edmonton, which is 
such a lovely place to live, that was a rather large 
education for me.” 

During her time in Kyiv, the police force was 
undergoing a massive change. Long-standing 
militia members were being fired, and the force 
disbanded in favour of a new, more North-Amer- 
ican style police force. 

Although the transition caused “tensions and 
uncertainty” for the new cadets that had moved 
in to take over, it also provided a sense of hope. 

“The young police officers that we dealt with, 
they were very motivated and very passionate,” 
said Mooney. 


Poroshenko calls for sanctions to remain 


(REF/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has called for Western sanc- 
tions against Russia for its actions in his 
country to remain intact. 

Speaking at a seminar in Washing- 
ton D.C. on March 30, Poroshenko said 
the sanctions should stay until the res- 
toration of peace in Ukraine’s east and 


Kyiv’s sovereignty over Crimea, 

“Anything less would be a compromise at the 
cost of values and justice,” Poroshenko added. 

Poroshenko also said that some 10,000 people, 
including more than 2,700 Ukrainian army 
troops, had been killed in fighting between pro- 
Russian separatists and Ukrainian armed forces 
since April 2014. 


